PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

PROGRAM TITLE:
 Technical and Computer Systems Support Services for the Office of Accident Investigation (AAI).

POINT OF CONTACT:  Wanda Smith, Contract Specialist, ASU-360, Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), 800 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C., 20591, Telephone Number (202) 267-3680.

In accordance with Federal Aviation Administration Acquisition Management System (FAAAMS), Section 3.6.1.3.3, the FAA intents to conduct a 100% Set-Aside competitive source selection among Small and Economically Disadvantaged Businesses (SEDB) with  SIC Codes 7371, 7373, and 7379.   An eligible SEDB is a small business concern expressly certified by the SBA for participation in the 8(a) program and which meets such criteria at the time of submission of this offer.

The intended contract type is for an Indefinite Delivery/Indefinite Quantity (ID/IQ) for a period of one base year and four one (1) year options. The Government intends to award one contract for work as described in the attached Statement of Work (SOW) and in accordance with the procedures contained in the FAA Acquisition Management System guidelines. The expected value of this acquisition for one base and four-one year Options is $3,000,000.00.

The SOW is provided for your review.  You must provide a capability statement of your company to the Contracting Officer by December 18, 1998 by 5:00 p.m.  Your statement may be sent U.S. mail, facsimile (202) 267-5149 or hand delivered to the following address:


Attn:  Wanda Smith, Contract Specialist


FOB 10A - Room 406


Federal Aviation Administration


800 Independence Avenue, S.W.


Washington, D. C.  20591

Potential offerors must go through a pre-screening process.  As a part of the pre-screening process, potential offerors must submit a capability statement referencing their relevant past performance (over the last 3 years) and qualifications of key personnel for each of the 5 task areas identified below.  Capability statements submitted by potential offerors shall not exceed 10 pages.

The potential offeror's capability statement should include the following information:

(1) Past performance in related areas over the last 3 years.  For past performance, potential offerors shall include in the capability statement what was done, when it was done (year), what was the level of effort, and what were the results for each of the 5 tasks.  Potential offerors shall mention contracts performed over the last 3 years that were FAA contracts or contracts with other Government agencies.  With respect to these contracts the name and telephone number of FAA or other Government employees who would be knowledgeable of the contract efforts shall be provided.          

Potential offerors shall also provide current related efforts in the capability statement, including what is being done and what is the level of effort.

(2) Qualifications of key personnel for each of the tasks.  For qualifications of key personnel potential offerors shall include the number of people currently on-board, the relevant academic degrees, certifications, and training for each of the people, their work experience, and on what projects key personnel are currently working.

The following technical skills are required to perform tasks described in the attached Statement of Work:

· Systems Design

· Computer Equipment Installation/Maintenance

· LAN Administration

· Statistical/Program Analysis

· Aviation Safety

· Technical Writing and Editing

· Word Processing and  Clerical

Potential offerors shall also provide a description of how they plan to meet all program requirements stated in this contract.  This includes personnel "to be hired" to meet the program requirements.

For the purpose of evaluating capability statements, the relevant importance of each task area will be addressed by "weighting" task areas.  The weighting for the task areas is as follows: Task Area #1- 25 percent; Task Area #2- 25 percent; Task Area #3- 20 percent; Task Area #4- 20 percent; and Task Area #5- 10 percent.    

An internal review by an FAA evaluation panel will be used to evaluate the potential offerors based on the capability statements submitted.  The evaluation panel will determine those offerors that are highly capable.  ONLY THOSE OFFERORS DETERMINED TO BE HIGHLY CAPABLE WILL BE ISSUED A SCREENING INFORMATION REQUEST (SIR) AND GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO SUBMIT PROPOSALS ON THIS REQUIREMENT.

Task Area 1: Software and Hardware Systems Support (25%).

The contractor shall provide computer software support for AAI information systems.  This support shall include tasks such as upgrading AAI systems software as new or upgraded versions become available (e.g., Office 97); transitioning systems to a full NT LAN environment; transitioning existing databases to SQL Server using a PowerBuilder graphical user interface (GUI); etc.  

Additionally, the contract shall provide computer hardware support including the installation and maintenance of various computer hardware.   The hardware includes such equipment as desktop and laptop computers, printers, servers, scanners, modems, hard drives, video cards etc.

The contractor shall provide for the maintenance and support of the AAI Local Area Network (LAN).  This effort shall require that the contractor work in close coordination with the Associate Administrator for Regulation and Certification (AVR) Executive Staff (and its support contractor staff) which has overall LAN administration for the AVR LAN of which the AAI LAN is a part.

Task Area 2: Systems Design and Development (25%).

The contractor shall support AAI efforts to assist in the ongoing development of the FAA's Improved Accident/Incident Data System (IAIDS).  This support shall include system development, testing, integration, and documentation.  IAIDS is the FAA's primary database for information regarding aircraft accidents and incidents.  IAIDS is a client-server system (PC based) with a SQL Server database accessed by a PowerBuilder developed GUI.  The system is being developed jointly by AAI and the FAA's Flight Standards Service.  The system is in the latter stages of development with field distribution and implementation scheduled by the end of 

FY 1999.

The contractor shall also provide systems modifications and enhancements of other AAI information systems to include the Accident Investigation Quality Assurance System, NTSB Recommendations System, FAA Recommendation System, AAI Information System, and others.  The enhancements shall include transitioning some or all of the systems from FoxPro systems to SQL Server database systems.  Other modifications shall include efforts to enhance data collection and report generation capabilities.

Task Area 3: Utilizing the Internet and FAA Intranet for the Sharing and Distribution of Data (20%).  

The contractor shall provide support with respect to the sharing and distribution of accident, accident investigation, safety recommendation, and other data through the Internet/Intranet.  This support shall include studying the appropriateness and feasibility of placing AAI databases on the Internet/Intranet; planning developmental efforts; designing and developing websites, pages, and links; and maintaining AAI websites. 

Task Area 4: Help Desk Support (20%).

The contractor shall maintain a Help Desk function to provide day-to-day computer support and assistance to AAI staff members with respect to software and equipment issues and problems.  The support shall include user training on the operation and maintenance of software, equipment, and information systems used within AAI.

Task Area 5: Administrative and Other Support (10%).

The contractor shall provide a wide range of administrative support to AAI.  As a part of this support, the contractor shall develop and prepare graphics and other materials for briefings, presentations, and meetings.  As required, the contractor shall provide word processing, technical writer, and other support to revise AAI policy and technical directives. 

If you have any questions, contact Wanda Smith, Contract Specialist, ASU-360, at voice mail (202) 267-3680, facsimile (202) 267-5142, and e-mail: wanda.smith@faa.gov.  The FAA will not be responsible for any costs incurred in responding to this announcement.

