NOTICE REGARDING HF COMMUNICATIONS 

On May 3, 1999, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) posted a draft Screening Information Request (SIR) on this website.  Public comment on the draft SIR was sought.  Following publication of the draft SIR, a notice to interested parties was also posted to the website.  That notice announced that the FAA was considering whether it was in the best interests of the government to acquire separately, all or part of the communications services currently envisioned as part of the Oceanic Modernization Service (OMS) acquisition.  The notice also extended the comment period to June 15, 1999.  Many excellent comments were received and the SIR will be amended accordingly.  The FAA will post all of the comments and their resolution at a later time.

One issue that was the subject of many comments was the adverse effect on competition caused by including third party High Frequency (HF) voice communications as part of the OMS acquisition.  Based on the comments received, the FAA has decided that providing third party HF voice communications will not be part of the OMS acquisition.  The third party HF voice communications will be obtained by the FAA separately and provided to the selected vendor as government furnished information.  Satellite and VHF datalink communications will remain part of the OMS acquisition.

