FAA Airport Surface Detection Equipment-X (ASDE-X) Acquisition.  The purpose of this market survey is to: 1) Engage industry in an early dialogue regarding plans for an ASDE-X acquisition; 2) Communicate the FAA’s current plans for such an acquisition; 3) Allow industry adequate time to plan teaming or subcontracting arrangements as appropriate; and 4) Obtain industry feedback regarding both the feasibility of the planned approach and interest in the  program.  

Congress has included an amount in the FY 2000 budget for initiation of an ASDE-X program.  The funding is not adequate for a projected requirement of installing an ASDE-X in up to 66 airports.  At the present time, no definite number of airports to receive ASDE-Xs has been agreed upon.  There is currently no budget established beyond FY 2000; however, it is expected that some funding will be available  each succeeding year.  

The ASDE-X system is to provide real time surface surveillance of the airport operational areas, identification (TAGS), and potential for expanision. 

FAA is defining the ASDE-X system as a radar, a processor, an ADS-B/multilateration sensor, and a display.  The data from the radar and multilateration sensor is to be fused together for presentation on the display.  Safety logic and conflict alerts may be added at a later date.  The ASDE-X system shall also have the capability for each sensor e.g. radar or ADS-B/multilateration, to operate and be displayed independently.  The system shall have the capability to be expanded to include other sensors such as ASDE-3.  The processor shall be capable of receiving multiple inputs in Asterix and CD-2 formats. 

The ASDE-X system is to provide seamless surveillance coverage to air traffic controllers. Development of an ASDE-X specification and statement of work is in process.  

The acquisition will be a competitive procurement.  FAA plans to issue a Screening Information Request (SIR) in February of 2000 with high level screening evaluation criteria.  Offerors will be screened down to those that are considered most likely to receive an award.  A  specification and SOW will be issued to the screened down offerors.  The goal is to award a contract by September 29, 2000.

The awarded contract would be for 1, 2 or 3 production units on a cost plus fixed fee basis, consisting of ADS-B/multilateration and radar sensors, a processor, and a display, which would be installed in an operational airport or airports.  The system would undergo Operational Test   (OT) and Independent Operational Test and Evaluation (IOT&E).  After IOT&E, the contract may be modified to incorporate system changes as a result of IOT&E and human factors evaluation.    

It is proposed that the contract contain fixed-priced options, coinciding with specific fiscal years and step ladder quantities, for the non-developmental item (NDI) portions of equipment which could be fixed-price such as radar, ADS-B/multilateration components, and processors.  All other associated costs for travel, installation, and optimization of equipment at any airport would be included in the contract on a cost plus fixed fee basis.  The hardware would be exercised on a “mix and match” basis.  For instance, if Phoenix Sky Harbor Airport were selected for a radar, processor and display, a fixed price option would be exercised for that hardware combination. 

FAA would like succinct written responses which provide:

1. Industry comment on the feasibility of the proposed approach.  

2. Industry interest in the program.  

3. Short statements regarding the current state of technology regarding systems which are currently developed and meet the general definition of ASDE-X as stated herein.    

It is requested that responses be submitted by 12/15/99 or as soon as possible to Steve Manley by CC:mail at Steve.Manley@FAA.Gov or letter addressed to:  

Federal Aviation Administration 

ATTN:  ASU-320 S. Manley

800 Independence Avenue SW

Washington, DC 20591   

Phone inquiries may be made to Mr. Manley at 202-267-7539 or to Mr. Ken Kraus at 202-267-8676.  

This is not a solicitation or a promise to contract.  This is published solely to advise industry on plans FAA is making for this requirement.    

