PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT





AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL BEACON INTERROGATOR (ATCBI-6)





PURPOSE OF ANNOUNCEMENT:	In accordance with Federal Aviation Administration Acquisition Management System (FAAMS), paragraphs 3.2.1.2.1 and 3.2.1.3.10, the purpose of this announcement is to solicit industry comment on the draft Statement of Work for the Air Traffic Control Beacon Interrogator, ATCBI-6 (previously referred to as ATCBI-R). 





BACKGROUND:	The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has an ongoing responsibility to provide surveillance capability in terminal and enroute airspace.  The Air Traffic Control Beacon Interrogator, Models 4 and 5 (ATCBI-4s/5s) that currently provide much of that surveillance capability are old, have obsolete parts, and are difficult and expensive to maintain and operate.  It is clear from analysis of trends with obsolete parts that sustainment of the ATCBI-4s/5s will quickly become cost-prohibitive.  Also, the failure rate of this equipment is expected to become critical around the year 2000.  As such, the FAA’s ATCBI Replacement (ATCBI-R) Mission Need Statement identifies the requirement for a replacement technology.  There are three main requirements that distinguish this technology from the ATCBIs they are to replace:





1) azimuth determination using monopulse technology;


2) selective interrogation capability; and


3) the ability to upgrade to an integral data link capability.





Approximately 200 ATCBI-4/5’s will remain operational after commissioning of all “First Buy” Mode S systems and ASR-11 integrated monopulse secondary surveillance radar (MSSR).  As such, the ATCBI-R (hereafter referred to as the ATCBI-6 Beacon System) may consists of an acquisition of up to 202 secondary surveillance radar, possibly including 3 support ATCBI-6 systems to be located at the FAA Academy, Logistics Center, and Technical Center.





The FAA’s ATCBI-6 Secondary Surveillance Product Team plans to pursue a Non-Developmental Item (NDI) acquisition strategy.  To further streamline this acquisition, the FAA will use Screening Information Requests (SIRs), and Operational Capability Tests (OCTs) conducted at the FAA Technical Center.  With these activities, some vendors may be down-selected before the planned OCT at the FAA Technical Center and/or before having to submit full cost proposals, thus saving them and the Government time and resources.





Following an anticipated contract award in the fall 1998, delivery of the first two (First Article) ATCBI-6 systems for testing is planned to occur in early to mid 1999.  Following Factory Testing, one ATCBI-6 system will go to the FAA Technical Center for Operational Test and Evaluation (OT&E), while the other ATCBI-6 system will be delivered subsequently to the key site for Independent OT&E (IOT&E).  Upon successful completion of factory testing the FAA will make a decision on whether full production is appropriate.  The FAA contemplates that purchase of any system beyond the two First Article systems will be provided for under a number of contract options which may be unilaterally exercised by  the FAA.  Should options for full production be exercised the deployment of these ATCBI-6 systems will be completed no later than 2004.  Likewise, requirements for logistics support (i.e., training, and maintenance) and peripheral equipment such as antennas and external transmission systems will be provided for under contract options to be exercised at the FAA discretion after factory testing of the First Article systems is completed.





The FAA is currently defining a National Airspace System (NAS) architecture, and the associated long-term planning for ground based radar.  Until this architectural planning is completed, the ATCBI-6 Beacon System acquisition planning must consider the following:





the need to interface with a number of en route primary radar;





the capability to disseminate multiple digitized data formats (i.e., CD-2, ASTERIX) to terminal and/or Air Route Traffic Control Centers (ARTCCs);





the need to procure equipment in addition to that which is currently identified as ATCBI-6 Beacon System prime mission equipment (i.e., antennas, and external transmission systems).  This need will be based upon an assessment of the equipment which currently exists in the FAA inventory and/or the end-state primary radar/automation equipment configuration.





The FAA’s ATCBI-6 Secondary Surveillance Product Team is currently evaluating alternatives and identifying strategies for satisfying these requirements.  This draft ATCBI-6 Beacon System Statement of Work and previously released FAA Specification FAA-E-XXXX, dated 28 January 1997, reflect the FAA team’s early attempt at identifying a portion of these requirements.  The FAA team recognizes that additional requirements will evolve as a dialogue with industry is established/maintained and as the NAS architectural planning is finalized.





The FAA team ultimately envisions a firm-fixed-price contractor effort for First Article and option items including production units, peripheral equipment, and logistics support including training.  System installation and development-type work are envisioned as cost-reimbursable-award-fee type contractor efforts.  The ATCBI-6 Beacon System Statement of Work delineates in Section 3.7 those efforts contemplated for cost-reimbursable-award-fee contractor efforts.





The FAA assumes that vendors already have versions of many data items called out in the SOW.  Some of these "as is" documents will be requested during the solicitation phase, and the eventual winner will be asked, in accordance with the SOW, to make whatever updates are needed to comply with FAA requirements.  Generally, where the CDRL indicates 'Updates' in the title, and the Remarks block indicates the initial document was provided with the contractor's final proposal, “as is” documents will be requested during the solicitation phase.





INSTRUCTIONS FOR RESPONDING TO THIS REQUEST FOR COMMENT:  Secondary radar system manufacturers interested in assisting the Product Team in this effort are invited to comment on the draft Statement of Work (SOW).  As a part of their comments, participants should identify if the delivery schedule implied in the SOW is achievable, SOW cost drivers, and schedule risk based on system availability for factory testing two (2) months after contract award and delivery of first operational system to FAA operational field facility eight (8) months after contract award.  Please provide any other additional information deemed relevant.  All comments received from this request are confidential and will not be disclosed.





Responses shall be submitted by July 31, 1997.  Please submit comments in hard copy, marked “Confidential”.  Internet replies will not be accepted or considered.  Only written responses will be acknowledged.  The following address should be used for all correspondence regarding this announcement:


 


	Federal Aviation Administration


	Kimberley Branch, Contracting Officer, ASU-320


	800 Independence Avenue, SW


	Washington, DC   20591





Any FAA response to comments received from this announcement will be prepared by the FAA Contracting Officer.  The FAA is not liable for costs associated with the preparation or submittal of inquiries or responses to this request for comment. 


