PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

PROGRAM REQUIREMENT: The Office of System Safety (ASY), National Aviation Safety Data Analysis Center (NASDAC), seeks to renew its subscription/license with Airclaims Limited for an additional 2 years for the continuation of the use of their databases: Commercial Jet, Commercial Turboprop, and Business Jets, on all aircraft 12,500 pounds or above.  The FAA has had a continuous license with Airclaims to use their databases since 1995.  This requirement includes the baseline license for the 2 years as well as for the addition of 2 new 5 user licenses. 

POINT OF CONTACT:  Mark Mullen, ASU-360, (202) 267-7525, FAX (202) 267-8635

This public announcement is being issued in accordance with Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Acquisition Management system section 3.2.2.4.1.2.  The FAA intends to issue a Screening Information Request (SIR) within 14 days to Airclaims Limited for the follow-on effort.  It is intended that the eventual SIR will become a sole source contract to Airclaims Limited.  

BACKGROUND
Airclaims Limited is a leading international aviation insurance claims adjustor and aviation consultancy.  Airclaims Limited maintains what is widely recognized as one of the largest, most comprehensive and accurate databases covering the worldwide operation of large commercial jet aircraft.  The databases contain: 1) histories and technical specifications for individual aircraft,  2) detailed air carrier fleet summaries and corporate information, and 3) fleet/carrier accident histories and accident summaries.   

The FAA has found the Airclaims data to be a mission critical source of information that is used continuously in safety decision making.  For example, FAA is responsible for the continuing airworthiness of aircraft that it has certificated regardless of where the aircraft is operating or who is operating it--worldwide. Over the past six years the Airclaims databases have served as the primary source of information required to identify and locate aircraft that the FAA has certificated.  Without this information, the FAA’s ability to monitor foreign operated US manufactured aircraft and act expeditiously when required, would be greatly diminished and the FAA’s safety mission could be compromised.  In addition, Airclaims data has served as an invaluable source of information used in support of accident investigations.   

The Airclaims databases are among the most frequently used information sources in the NASDAC.  In response to the strong FAA user requirement for Airclaims data,  these databases were among the initial set of information systems that were disseminated FAA-wide via the NASDAC Intraweb. 

If another vendor were to attempt to fulfill this requirement, the FAA would incur undue expense ($250,000) and delay (7-9 months).  The cost and delay imposed by selecting a new vendor would be based on labor hours incurred for a 7-9 month period in order to update their own database with the level of information that is currently in the NASDAC.  Valuable time would need to be spent on developing new business rules to use for data importation; standardizing data; and cleansing data.  In addition, the new vendor's data would require substantial time and expense (2-3 FTE over a 2-3 month period) to determine how best to integrate it into NASDAC without disrupting existing historical data sets in use, or analytical results being distributed, by the Center. 

The price that Airclaims is charging per year for the baseline licenses for the next two years is the same as that charged for 1998. 

REQUIREMENT
(As identified in program requirement) 

INTERESTED VENDORS

All interested vendors must submit a 2 to 3 page Statement of Capability describing how the vendor’s corporate capabilities and applicable experience to qualify the vendor to perform the requirement listed previously in this announcement.  This statement of capability must be delivered to the FAA Contracting Officer not later than Monday, March 22, 1999 at 2:00 p.m.  The description should be succinct and specific, and must include the following:

1.      General statement of corporate history and capabilities

2. Description of the vendor’s ability to provide continuation of the use of databases immediately (at time of contract award) and for the baseline license to include: Commercial Jet, Commercial Turboprop, and Business Jets, on all aircraft 12,500 pounds or above  

Vendor’s responses should be addressed to the FAA Contracting Officer, Mark Mullen, ASU-360, room 402, Federal Aviation Administration, 800 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, DC 20591. Email (for questions only): mark.mullen@faa.dot.gov>at Internet (gateway).  Potential offerors desiring to learn more about the FAA’s procurement reform efforts may download the Acquisition Management System file by contacting the Internet at: http://www.faa.gov/faaco  .  Statements of Capability, submitted via Email, will not be accepted.  Faxed Statements of Capability will be accepted.  The FAA will not be responsible for any costs incurred in responding to this announcement.***

