PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT – Low Power Distance Measuring Equipment

The FAA plans to solicit offers for a requirements contract for commercial low power distance measuring equipment (LPDME).  The purpose of this announcement is to introduce the procurement strategy FAA intends to follow and to describe the actions interested vendors should take to participate.  

This announcement includes the following:

· LPDME Performance Requirements and Instructions for Test Procedures

· Draft Request for Proposals (RFO)

· Directions for submitting experience and past performance information

· Preliminary procurement schedule.

Vendors interested in participating in a competition for LPDME requirements must respond to this announcement by submitting test procedures for their equipment for FAA review and approval.  After the FAA approves the procedures, it will release the RFO to those vendors for preparation of a proposal and installation of their equipment for FAA comparative testing at Tamiami, FL.  Source selection will be based on a number of considerations: technical merit, including test results, past performance information, and other information submitted by offerors, and price.  See the draft RFO for a test plan (Section L) and evaluation criteria (Section M).

Award will result in a requirements contract permitting equipment purchases for up to 5 years.  The contract will include a requirement for contractor depot level support (CDLS) for up to 9 years.  Because equipment often remains in FAA inventory for 20 years or more, the contract will also permit FAA to purchase technical documentation to enable it to maintain and support the DMEs after CDLS.  See the draft RFO for terms and conditions.

Vendors who are interested in receiving the RFO and competing for the LPDME requirements contract must provide the following to the Federal Aviation Administration, ATTN:  Sandra Harrelson, ASU-310, 800 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20591.

1.
TEST PROCEDURES AND TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION MANUALS

Interested vendors shall submit test procedures for FAA review in accordance with the attached LPDME Performance Requirements and Instructions for Test Procedures.  Three (3) copies of the procedures document are required with two (2) copies of the vendor’s commercial technical instruction manual(s).  Notice that the test procedures submittal will include certain system capability analyses and a summary of the features of its product that the vendor considers to be especially advantageous for the FAA.  During the procedures review process, FAA officials may need to visit the vendor’s facilities to familiarize themselves with an LPDME production unit.  Therefore, vendors should be prepared to accommodate a one or two day visit.  

Vendors may visit the installation/test site at Kendall-Tamiami Executive Airport, Miami, FL, by making advance arrangements with Mr. Greg Rugila, (202) 493-4768.

Test procedures with technical instruction manuals must be received at the address above not later than October 11, 2001 .  Failure to submit procedures by this date may prevent the FAA from reviewing and approving them in time to meet schedule commitments for the procurement.  Therefore, late submissions will not be accepted.  After October 11 all communications regarding the upcoming procurement will be with vendors who have demonstrated interest by submitting procedures.

2.
COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT RFO

Vendors must read the draft RFO and submit comments, suggestions, or questions concerning its provisions.  The final RFO may not permit exceptions.  Comments should include recommended changes to improve clarity, simplify contract administration, or enhance business considerations.  Questions are especially requested where prospective offerors believe ambiguities to exist.  Please pay particular attention to the following:

· Requirements for data submissions (See Section C and the Contract Data Requirement List, Attachment J-6.)

· Data rights (See Section H.8.)

· Requirements for configuration management (See Section C.3.6.)

Comments may be incorporated in the final RFO, but the government reserves right of rejection.  Questions and comments are requested by October 11, 2001.  Earlier comments are preferred, but later questions will also be given consideration if time permits.

3.
EXPERIENCE AND PAST PERFORMANCE INFORMATION

The FAA will consider vendors’ experience and performance records in its evaluation and source selection.  Vendors must provide performance information as requested in the attached instructions.  The information is requested by October 11, 2001, in advance of the RFO and receipt of proposals, as a streamlining measure.  

This announcement is not a screening information request or request for proposals.  Costs for preparation of a response to this announcement will not be reimbursed by the government.

