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This public announcement is issued in accordance with the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) Acquisition Management System Sections 3.2.1.3.12 and 3.2.2.4 to inform industry that the FAA intends to contract, in an amount greater than $1,000,000 via single source contract procedures.  The FAA intends to acquire continued aviation research support services through the FAA’s National Center of Excellence in Aviation Research (NEXTOR).  This contract is to continue the NEXTOR research activities performed under the predecessor contracts, DTFA03-97-C-00004 and DTFA01-99-C-00085.

The FAA established NEXTOR on June 26, 1996, under the authority of the Aviation Safety and Capacity Expansion Act of 1990 and the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990, Public Law 101-508.  In so doing, the FAA created a consortium consisting of the FAA, airlines, universities, and other private industry organizations, to work collectively on business and operational issues of mutual interest and concern.  University members include: the University of California at Berkeley (UCB), as the lead team member, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), the University of Maryland at College Park (UM), and the Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (VPI).  The legislation for Centers of Excellence (CEO) included provisions that the FAA would help support the COE for 10 years, after which the Center is required to be self sufficient.  

Cooperative Agreements have been signed by the FAA and the university members in accordance with FAA Research Grants Order 9550.7A and the COE Policy Guide.  These planned contracts are companion vehicles to the grants that have been issued under the authority of the Cooperative Agreements.

Based on the needs of the aviation transportation community, nine (9) functional areas of NEXTOR research activities have been identified, as follows:

· Air Traffic Control

· Human-in-the-Loop Systems

· System Performance and Assessment Measures

· Flow Control, Scheduling, and Work Load Distribution

· Operations Research and Simulation "Tool kit" Enhancements

· Inter and Intra Governmental Communication, and Communications among

FAA and Airspace Users

· Navigation, Communication, and Data Transfer

· Software Certification and Reliability

· Safety.

The current ten-year contract for NEXTOR aviation research activities was awarded in March 1997 and included an authorized contract maximum of $10 million.  The ceiling was subsequently increased to $12.7 million and has been fully utilized.  Follow-on contracts are needed to continue the research activities underway by the NEXTOR team members.

The planned acquisition is a set of four (4) indefinite delivery-indefinite quantity (IDIQ), cost reimbursement (no fee) type contracts.  A separate contract will be awarded to each of the 4 core universities.  Individual delivery orders will be issued for work to be accomplished under each contract.  The estimated level of effort  will be specified in each delivery order.  It is anticipated that research activities will be performed by full-time faculty members, university staff researchers, graduate student researchers, administrative personnel and participating contractors.  The contract period of performance is six (6) years from date of contract award, consisting of a base period of three (3) years and an option period of three (3) years.  The estimated maximum cost of the total NEXTOR research acquisition is $60.0 million for the six (6) year funding period from FY 2001 to FY 2006.  This estimated ceiling will be allocated among the four university team members, based on approved research tasks and proposed professional staff qualifications.  Funding for future fiscal years is not guaranteed and will be contingent on annual congressional authorizations.

The purpose of this announcement is to determine if additional organizations have the established technical research capabilities necessary to participate as a potential team member or as an industry partner.  In addition, it is also intended to identify subcontracting opportunities for large and small businesses, small disadvantaged businesses and women-owned businesses.  Organizations that can demonstrate the required in-depth experience and wish to be considered for teaming or subcontracting opportunities may submit a statement of qualifications to the NEXTOR Program Support Office at the University of California at Berkeley,  107 Mc Laughlin Hall, Berkeley, CA 94720-1720 for evaluation.  Specific qualifications in the technical areas of expertise must be identified.  All other inquiries must be in writing and addressed to the Federal Aviation Administration, ATTN: Barbara A. Kates, ASU-305, 800 Independence Ave. SW, Washington, DC 20591.  

Additional information regarding NEXTOR research activities may be found on the NEXTOR website at: www.its.berkeley.edu/nextor.

