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THE NEXT GENERATION AIR/GROUND COMMUNICATION (NEXCOM)

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION (RFI) #1 (6/25)

Notice to the reviewers of the NEXCOM documents
The following requirements documents are drafts. Following the policy of the Acquisition Management System (AMS), the product team (PT) is encouraging industry to provide information that may be factored into the PT’s decision making process prior to the system design decisions becoming fixed. At the same time as industry is providing input on the information in these documents, FAA personnel will begin the process of review and will also develop comments for the PT to consider.

Within this RFI, there are 3 key, draft documents.  The draft System Requirements Document (SRD) (Attachment (3)), draft Multimode Digital Radio (MDR) SubSystem Specification (SSS) (Attachment (4)), and the Draft Interface Control Document (ICD) (Attachment (5)) between the MDR and the Radio Interface Unit (RIU). The SSS for the RIU will be presented in the next RFI.

As currently defined, Segment One of the NEXCOM program is a voice only program segment with upgrade requirements for data in later proposed segments of the program. The SRD is a representation of the NAS Air/Ground (A/G) communications system architecture as well as the NEXCOM place within that system.  The requirements within that document are specific to the product to be acquired for the NEXCOM program.  The SRD is a work in progress!

The MDR/RIU ICD and the MDR SSS are lower level documents meant to address the specific capabilities and they draw their requirements from the SRD.  The RIU SSS will also address the specific capabilities and draws its requirements from the SRD as appropriate. These documents are also works in progress!

An understanding of the RTCA DO-224 through Change 2 (Change 2 is not yet an official RTCA document) and ICAO VHF Digital Link (VDL) SARPs is needed.

Due to previous experience of releasing draft documents for industry comment, a large quantity of comments and suggestions are expected on these documents.  Therefore, in order to maintain the schedule the NEXCOM PT has developed, a format that all industry responses must comply with.  The PT does not commit to review and/or consider any response not in this format.  This format is to allow the efficient resolution of comments.  A description of this process follows: 

Notice to the reviewers of the NEXCOM documents (cont.)
1. Input must be electronically submitted in the prescribed format in Attachment (8) so the PT can create a database.

2. Each comment must address a specific section number of the document.

a. If there is missing information or missing sections, use the numbered bullet under which you believe the information should be placed.

b. The database will be sorted against section number.  If you do not correctly input the section number the PT may not be able to incorporate your input.

3. The “Corrective Action” Column is any action or change you believe should be considered.

4. The “Problem Description” Column is the reason you believe any “Corrective Action” or change should be made.

a. You may also have information that you wish considered but request no specific change in the “Corrective Action” Column. 

5. The “Corrective Action” and “Problem Description” must be concise.

a. Large narratives may slow the process resulting in either delay of schedule or improper understanding/consideration of the information presented.

6. The updated versions of each of these documents will reflect the PT decisions based upon all comments received, and the PT’s deliberation on said comments.  Other methods of response to the commentaries, if generated, are TBD.

a. The PT may decide to make a non-attributable version of comments available to industry.

In addition to any comments you may have, the PT has some questions regarding each of the documents.   In the SRD comment form (spreadsheet) (Attachment (8) to RFI#1), specific questions for which the PT is seeking answers, have been posed. Questions for the Radio SSS are encapsulated in the document itself.  Questions for the Radio-RIU ICD are in a separate file “ICD Questions.doc”. Responses to these questions should be addressed in the Excel comment spreadsheet (Attachment (8) to RFI#1.

The form in MS Excel, (Attachment (8)), will be imported into a data base program to allow appropriate utilization by the PT.  This attributable database will not be released.

In addition there are a series of security questions for which the PT is seeking input.  The “Security Questions.doc” may be answered using a MS word document but must also be in electronic form only.

This RFI and the next RFI expected to be released in September 1999 are industry’s your chances to influence the deliberations of the NEXCOM PT.  At the time of the formal Screening Information Request (SIR)/Request for Information (RFO) starting in February, 2000 the documents will be considered stable and have an FAA level of approval.  Significant changes may be difficult to incorporate once the SIR has been approved for release.
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