Announcement regarding the first down-selection of the VHF Multimode Digital Radio (MDR) acquisition for the Next Generation Air/Ground Voice Communications (NEXCOM) program office.

The first major milestone in the screening process to establish qualified potential offerors capable of fulfilling the NEXCOM MDR requirements has been completed.  At the end of July the NEXCOM Product Team concluded its evaluation of potential offerors.  The evaluation was conducted in accordance with the criteria established in the NEXCOM Sources Sought Public Announcement, published March 29, 2000.  The companies listed below successfully passed the Operational Capabilities Demonstration (OCD) and are therefore qualified to submit proposals responding to the final SIR package.  Proposals will only be accepted from the companies that have been qualified. Companies that successfully passed the OCD are:

Cubic Communications, Inc.

ITT Industries, Inc.

Marconi OTE

Motorola Systems Solutions Group

RACAL Communications, Inc. 

Raytheon Systems Company 

The following activities are scheduled for the successful companies listed above.  

The NEXCOM program office is releasing an update to specification FAA-E-2938, an update to MDR RIU Interface Control Document (ICD), an update to the Maintenance Data Terminal (MDT) Software Requirements Specification (formerly Appendix D to the SSS), and documentation for the NEXCOM Interface Subset Simulator. As a part of the update to the specification a change clarifying “thermal conduct hazard” was approved by the FAA.  However, it was not captured in the current specification version.  This change, which is detailed in “From To” format, is identified in the file identified FAA-E-2938V2A and should be considered a part of the specification during vendor review.  The specification and ICD address all FAA and industry comments except those submitted in response to the June 30 release.   All previous questions are now addressed.  Except for the ISS documentation, documents are posted in PDF and Word format to facilitate review.  When submitting comments, however, vendors are to refer to the PDF documents.  

The FAA NEXCOM program office has scheduled August 24 and 25 for a NEXCOM Industry Day that will include an overview and demonstration of the RIU ICD Subset Simulator as well as discussion on the newest release of the specification. The main purpose of the ISS is to offer interested, qualified vendors the ability to verify interoperability between the proposed vendor MDR and the NEXCOM Operational Capabilities Testbed. The general session will be conducted the morning of the 24th, starting at 8:30 a.m.  The ISS and associated documentation will be distributed after this session.  The afternoon and following day are reserved for meetings with individual vendors.  Each meeting is scheduled to be no more than 2 hours.  Representatives from the qualified companies above and teaming partners are encouraged to attend.  It is requested that no more than five team representatives attend.  The meeting will be held at the FAA Headquarters in Washington, DC.  

Any questions regarding the above should be directed to Ms. Rita McNair, Contracting Officer.  Ms. McNair may be contacted by any of the following: telephone number, 202.267.8093; facsimile number,  202.493.5057; and e-mail address,  rita.mcnair@faa.gov. 

