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July  23, 2002

Sources Sought Announcement

Enhanced Metal Detectors for Airport Passenger Screening


Background. The Transportation Security Agency (TSA) previously requested information concerning metal detectors.  We are again seeking sources for airport passenger screening metal detectors to replace all metal detectors currently in use at our national airports. Qualified companies must have existing products that satisfy the TSA specification requirements, or that can meet the specifications with minimal design changes. The company must be capable of rapid response to TSA’s requirements, and must have significant  production capacity, preference will be given to products produced in the U.S..

TSA will establish a Qualified Vendors List (QVL) for airline passenger metal detectors through examination of each company’s experience, financial viability, and capabilities in the first phase of this effort.  Upon selecting those manufacturers who possess adequate business resources, equipment will be requested, and selections will be made through a qualification test program.  It is anticipated that multiple contracts for metal detectors will be awarded to acquire a total quantity of approximately 1600 units.  The contract type will be Indefinite Delivery Indefinite Quantity (IDIQ) with minimum and maximum quantities specified.  It is the TSA intent to award contracts by the end of August 2002, and initiate deployments in September 2002.  This is an aggressive schedule, but all efforts will be made to achieve the dates.
Instructions to industry.  Industrial sources interested in participating in this anticipated procurement must respond to this announcement not later than seven (7) business days from the date of posting in the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Website Contract Opportunities, expressing intent to participate, and providing the following information:

1. Financial Responsibility:  All interested parties must provide documentation verifying their financial stability. This information must include, at minimum, financial condition and performance for the last five (5) years, e.g. published annual financial reports or Dun and Bradstreet Report.  If teaming with other companies, evidence of a teaming relationship must be provided.  A line of credit or proof of available credit adequate to purchase materials and fabricate the units for at least a 90 day period is required.
2. Models Produced:  All interested parties must submit a list of portal type metal detector models currently in production. Production history of each unit must also be provided, including month/year of initial production and quantity produced in each of the last six (6) months. Descriptive information in the form of specifications must be provided for each model.  The TSA requires ENHANCED metal detectors built to a rigid specification; production scheduling and quality control will be very important in the evaluation of suppliers.
3. Manufacturing Facilities: All interested parties must provide the location of manufacturing facilities in which current products are produced. Descriptions of these facilities must also provide size, number of employees, production capacity for each metal detector model, current operating level as a percentage of maximum capacity, types of manufacturing operations performed in each facility. Quality Assurance standards to which each facility is qualified must also be stated.

4. Support: Each company must also describe the standard warranty provided with metal detector products.  Maintenance support capabilities and organization must also be described.  Failure to provide a nationwide support capability will be grounds for non-selection.  A warranty requirement of returning the unit to the factory for maintenance will be grounds for non-selection.
5. Past Performance:  All companies must provide historical past performance references.  The past performance must reflect successful employment of the metal detector models currently available.  A minimum of three references is preferred; each reference must contain a point-of-contact for substantiation purposes by the TSA.  The references should be from CURRENT customers purchasing similar items to those required under this announcement.
6. Quality Assurance: Evidence of current ISO 9002: (1994-E) quality assurance standard compliance.  Certification is a plus, scheduled evaluations are also acceptable.  Future plans to think about getting certified are not adequate.
7. Security: Verification of industrial security clearances of your facilities and personnel must be provided prior to being granted access to documentation associated with this acquisition effort. The Certificate of Security Conformance and Non-Disclosure Agreement must be executed in accordance with the Security Requirements listed on DD 254 (Requirements and form certificate are 
8. enclosed as part of this announcement.) and submitted with response to this announcement.

TSA will send a copy of the Enhanced Metal Detector Specification (Draft) for review and comment by companies judged to be viable EMD suppliers, based on the above information supplied.  TSA will also send a Metal Object Calibration Kit (MOCK), which can be used to test the capabilities of the company’s product relative to the detection requirements of the specification.  Comments must be provided back to TSA no later than five (5) business days after receipt of the specification.  The requested information and questions/comments should be delivered to the following address:


590 Herndon Parkway


Suite 120


Herndon, VA 20170-5232


Attn: Jack Handrahan
The subject procurement action will be restricted to those companies responding to this announcement, and who have been determined by the Government, based on information provided in response to this announcement, to be viable suppliers of Enhanced Metal Detectors.

Contacts. Contacts regarding this announcement and the Enhanced Metal Detector specification are as follows:


Contractual questions –
Mr John J. Handrahan, Contracting Officer





(703) 796-7125





Jack.handrahan@faa.gov




Ms. Patricia Newton




(703) 796-7111




pat.newton@faa.gov

Technical questions -
Ms Elaine Jappinga, Contracting Officer’s Technical Representative





(202) 267-8853





Elaine.Jappinga@faa.gov




Mr. Larry Hanes, Engineer





(703) 796-7134





Larry.CTR.Hanes@faa.gov
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