FAA ANNOUNCEMENT OF OUR INTEREST IN TALKING WITH

U.S. GENERAL AVIATION (GA) AVIONICS MANUFACTURERS AND

DEVELOPERS REGARDING GA DATA LINK AVIONICS

Purpose and Intent:  The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Safe Flight 21 Program Office (AND-510) is developing National Airspace System enhancements involving automated dependent surveillance – broadcast (ADS-B), traffic information services – broadcast (TIS-B), and flight information services – broadcast (FIS-B).  In the interest of driving down the cost of “low-end” General Aviation (GA) ADS-B/TIS-B/FIS-B avionics, the FAA is preparing a screening information request/request for offers (SIR/RFO) for the development and purchase of such avionics.  Prior to completing the development of this SIR/RFO, the FAA wishes to have one-on-one discussions with U.S. manufacturers and developers of GA avionics.  The purpose of these discussions is:

· To provide avionics manufacturers and developers an opportunity to brief the FAA on data link avionics currently being developed for “low-end” GA aircraft.  [The FAA is willing to sign non-disclosure statements prior to engaging in these discussions.]

· To discuss the opportunities available for the FAA to influence this ongoing work.

· To discuss what the FAA can do, or avoid doing, in order to drive down the cost of “low-end” GA data link avionics.

· To discuss goals and aspects the FAA Safe Flight 21 Program and other related programs.

Background:  The FAA continues to support the development and implementation of Capstone 1 avionics in aircraft operating in the Bethel Alaska area.  In addition, the FAA recently awarded a contract for the development and implementation of Capstone 2 avionics in aircraft operating in the Juneau/Southeast Alaska area.  These avionics have not been “market-driven.”  That is, they would not available at a cost that would encourage a wide range of GA users to equip on a voluntary basis.  The FAA would like to work with Industry in a way that would result in the availability of avionics at a significantly lower price, a price that would encourage a wide range of GA users to equip on a voluntary basis.  

Contact:  The FAA is interested in scheduling a meeting with those whose past experience, present capabilities, and ongoing efforts reflect a serious interest in data link avionics.  To schedule a meeting with the FAA, please contact:

Robert D. Smith, AND-510

Federal Aviation Administration

800 Independence Avenue SW

Washington DC 20591

Telephone:  202-493-4691

E-mail:  Robert.Smith@faa.gov

Alternate Contact:  
Connie Brown, Contracting Officer, ASU-340

Federal Aviation Administration

800 Independence Avenue SW

Washington DC 20591

Telephone:  202-267-3634

E-mail:  Connie.Brown@faa.gov

Deadline for Responses:  4:00 PM EST, June 10, 2002

Schedule:  

· Discussions with manufacturers and developers:  May – June 2002 timeframe

· Draft Request for Offer (RFO) released for public review and comment:  Not later than September 2002

· Final RFO release:  Not later than November 2002

References:  

· Safe Flight 21 website:  www.faa.gov/safeflight21/index.html

· Capstone website:  www.Alaska.faa.gov/capstone/

· Safe Flight 21 Master Plan, April 2000

Source:  www.faa.gov/and/AND500/DocMGR/anddoc.cfm


[Document type: Master Plan, Program: SF-21]

References (continue)

· Capstone II RFP, DTFA04-01-R-30060, July 3, 2001

(includes 4 amendments with Amendment 4 dated August 28, 2001)

Source:  Karla W. Shaw, 907-271-5859

· FAA technical standards order TSO-C153, Integrated Modular Avionics Hardware Elements

· AC Guidelines for the Certification, Airworthiness, and Operational Approval of Electronic Flight Bag Computing Devices

· RTCA DO-242A, Minimum Aviation System Performance Standards (MASPS) for ADS-B

Source of draft document:  www.adsb.tc.faa.gov/ADS-B/186-subf.htm

· RTCA DO-2xx, Universal Access Transceiver (UAT) Minimum Operational Performance Standards (MOPS)

Source of draft document:  www.adsb.tc.faa.gov/ADS-B/186-subf.htm
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