PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT


Request for Information (RFI) 


SCOPE OF WORK

The work to be performed under this contract will consist of technical support to AST in carrying out its safety responsibilities which include development of regulatory requirements and safety standards, technical review and assessments of analyses, procedures and tests as part of applications for licenses and other approval, safety inspections and monitoring of licensed of approved operations, and training of AST staff in various safety areas.  The value of a resulting contract is estimated to be $25,000,000.

CONTRACT EXPERTISE REQUIRED

This support requires knowledge and expertise in commercial space launch and reentry vehicle operations, engineering, system safety analysis, engineering studies and assessments, safety regulations, safety inspections and other regulatory enforcement activities.  This support also requires similar knowledge and expertise relating to public safety issues associated with commercial space launch site and reentry site operations.

OBJECTIVE OF THIS REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

This RFI provides Industry with a copy of the draft Statement of Work (SOW) and related draft contract sections (Attachment) for review and comment.  The draft SOW includes examples of the technical support required, Contractor Personnel Categories and Requirements. 

INSTRUCTIONS

All firms interested in competing for this requirement may respond by submitting a letter of interest (with appropriate points-of-contact).  The FAA intends to release the Screening Information Request (SIR) to only those vendors who respond to this announcement. 

Interested parties are encouraged to review the draft SOW attached.  Only written comments submitted will be considered.  All submissions/responses will be properly secured and protected by the FAA.  Please be advised that all submissions become property of the Government.  The FAA will review all written comments received regarding the draft SOW and, as appropriate, consider the comments for incorporation into the final SOW.  

Any responses shall be submitted NO LATER THAN 3:00pm Eastern Standard Time (EST) on  August 10, 2000  to the following email address:  Sarah.Scott@faa.gov.  All submissions must be followed up, within five business days, by a hard copy to the following address:


Federal Aviation Administration


ATTN: Sarah Scott (ASU-310), Contracting Officer


800 Independence Avenue, SW


Washington, DC 20591

NOTE: ORAL STATEMENTS OF INTEREST OR ORAL RESPONSES TO THE DRAFT STATEMENT OF WORK ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE.
Additionally, the FAA will not pay for any information or costs incurred that are associated with any response received from industry in response to this RFI announcement.  Therefore, any costs associated with RFI submissions will be solely at the interested party’s expense.

FOLLOW-UP

The FAA does not intend to open either written or oral discussions regarding the information received as a result of the RFI.  However, the FAA intends to release responses to Industry’s questions and comments to the draft model contract prior to or on August 14, 2000.  At that time, the FAA will also release a list of interested bidders for subcontracting and/or teaming purposes.  The planned date for release of a Screening Information Request, which will be a Request for Proposal, is August 15, 2000.  Any resultant contract will be awarded based on Full and Open Competition.                    .



