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ANNOUNCEMENT:

In accordance with Section 3.2.1.3.12 of the Federal Aviation Administration Acquisition Management System (FAA AMS), Industry is hereby informed that the Federal Aviation Administration has a requirement valued at over $100,000.00.

The AMS process is designed to promote the use of streamlined acquisition techniques to the maximum extent possible.  

FAA plans to use fair competition processes for this market survey.
BACKGROUND:

Events of September 11, 2001 have emphasized the need for improved safety in the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) Air Traffic Management (ATM) system.  In response, the fiscal 2002 Department of Defense appropriations act included $25 million for proof-of-concept demonstrations as described in the Senate report accompanying the bill: for a global satellite-based communications, navigation and surveillance (CNS) architecture; a highly integrated, secure common information network; and a broadband two-way secure communications capability.  The Senate report indicates that funding is being made available solely for proof-of-concept testing of emerging technologies that enhance domestic and international aviation safety.  

PURPOSE:

The purpose of this market survey is to: 

1) Announce a requirement for proof-of-concept demonstrations of emerging technologies that enhance domestic and international safety and security for the National Airspace System (NAS); 

2) Engage industry in dialogue regarding plans for the proof-of-concept demonstrations; 

3) Communicate the FAA’s current plans; 

4) Allow industry adequate time to plan teaming or subcontracting arrangements as appropriate; 

5) Provide a mechanism to evaluate all offeror’s responses to this announcement; 

6) Establish a Qualified List of those offerors that are considered most likely to receive an award; and

7) Identify vendors willing and able to make a significant cost sharing commitment.

REQUIREMENTS:

Conduct proof-of-concept demonstrations for a NAS global satellite-based CNS architecture; a highly integrated, secure common information network; and a broadband two-way secure communications capability. 

Capabilities envisioned by the FAA include, but are not limited to:

· A secure, global satellite-based CNS architecture that provides:

· Narrowband and broadband two-way communication between aircraft and ground

· Dependent and independent surveillance 

· Information for aviation safety personnel to detect abnormal situations

· Trajectory modeling capabilities.

· A secure common information network that provides: 

· Secure real-time common situation awareness among controllers, aircraft, and other users

· Tools to determine aircraft position compared to the flight plan for conformance monitoring capability.

· A broadband, secure communications capability that provides:

· Secure digitized data communications between aircraft and ground

· Real-time transmission of flight and voice data.

OFFEROR’S CAPABILITIES

In response to this market survey, the FAA would like succinct written responses of 10 pages or less that describe the offeror’s understanding of the requirements, capabilities and qualifications to perform this requirement. In this paper, the offeror shall describe proof-of-concept demonstrations that would be conducted to validate the offeror’s concepts and the FAA’s concepts, as mentioned above, for a secure CNS architecture.  All requirements above shall be addressed.
The submitted paper should describe the offeror’s methodology to accomplish the planned demonstrations, a description, the sequence, and the duration of the demonstrations. A proposed schedule for the effort shall be included.  The offeror shall briefly describe equipment proposed for use in the demonstrations and expected demonstration results.  
The offeror shall provide a rough order of magnitude (ROM) cost estimate with an explanation as to support the reasonableness of the ROM.  (The ROM and the supporting rationale are not included in the 10 page count.)  The offeror shall identify the amount and nature of their cost share contribution.
Based on the written responses, an evaluation will be conducted and those offerors that are determined to be qualified will be notified for further consideration.  

EVALUATION:

The offeror’s submitted written response shall be evaluated on the offeror’s understanding of the requirements, capabilities, and qualifications.

The offerors’ responses will not be numerically scored and companies will not be ranked.  Companies will receive an overall rating based on a review of all of the submitted statements.  Each offeror will be given an adjectival rating of either “qualified” or “not qualified”, as described below.  The adjectival ratings are as follows:

QUALIFIED – high probability of success of meeting all requirements; minor deficiencies, but not of a nature to preclude successful performance in relationship to this requirement.

NOT QUALIFIED – low probability of success.  Significant deficiencies, which would indicate inability of the company to perform the requirement.

ADDITIONAL RELEVANT INFORMATION:

SCHEDULE: Companies responding to this announcement will be notified by the Contracting Officer via written correspondence within 10 working days from the due date of the responses, as to whether or not they are determined to be qualified.
SCREENING INFORMATION REQUEST (SIR)/REQUEST FOR OFFERS: Only those companies that respond to the market survey and are determined to be “qualified” are eligible to receive a SIR and will be evaluated/eligible for contract award.  Qualified offerors will be issued a SIR/ Request for Offers on or about June 3, 2002 with responses due 30 calendar days later.  A Statement of Work and a Validation Plan, as well as contractual terms and conditions will be included.  Each company’s response to this Request for Offers will be evaluated for contract award.  The goal is to award a contract by August 1, 2002.  It is proposed that the contract be cost reimbursable with offeror cost sharing in the ratio of at least 1 (offeror) to 1 (Government) costs.  Data rights resulting from the demonstrations shall be shared by the Government and the offeror. The final product of the effort will be a report describing the results of the demonstrations, pros and cons of recommended architecture, recommended changes to the architecture, risk of implementation and recommendations and estimates (time and dollars) for proceeding.

ASSISTANCE: Offerors are advised that FAA may use representatives from the following organizations/companies to assist in the evaluation of offers: 

NASA
Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s Lincoln Laboratory

BAE Systems
MITRE

CLOSING DATE: It is requested that copies of the written response be submitted no later than 2:00 P.M, May 13, 2002. 

Please note that oral responses are not acceptable.

POINTS OF CONTACT (POC):

COMPANY POC: For informational purposes, responders should include a company Point of Contact(s) with phone number(s), fax numbers, email address (if available) and mailing address.  At least one point of contact must have authority to commit the company.

GOVERNMENT POC:  All contractual questions should be directed to the Contracting Officer, Ms. Connie Brown 202-267-3634. 

All technical questions should be addressed to the Program Manager, Mr. John Loynes (202) 493-4801.

APPLICABLE CLAUSES: The FAA AMS clauses are located at website address http://fast.faa.gov.

The following FAA AMS clauses are incorporated into this Market Survey:

3.2.2.3-14 “Late Submissions, Modifications and Withdrawal of Submittals” (October 1996)

3.9.1-1 "Contract Disputes" (August 1999)

3.9.1-2 “Protest After Award" (August 1997)

3.9.1-3 "Protest" (August 1999)

This public notice is not intended to guarantee procurement of the services.

The FAA is not liable for cost associated with the preparation, submittal of inquiries or responses for this announcement and shall not reimburse any firm for cost incurred in responding to this public announcement.

END OF ANNOUNCEMENT

	
	


  

