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TO:		Prospective Offerors


SUBJECT: 	Request For Proposal (RFP) DTFA01-98-R-12345








The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) intends to establish a standard vocoder algorithm for all vocoders used in national and international air/ground Air Traffic Communications. In support of ICAO, the FAA has agreed to evaluate technology in the area of voice coding equipment, commonly referred to as vocoders, to determine applicability for use in national and international air/ground Air Traffic Communications.  





Accordingly, you are invited to submit a proposal to the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) for vocoder evaluation, IAW Section L.6 of the solicitation package.  Proposals submitted will be evaluated IAW Section M of the solicitation package.  Based upon the evaluation, the FAA will make a recommendation to ICAO for selection of a vocoder algorithm to be used in an ICAO Standard and Recommended Practice (SARP) for vocoder use in national and international air/ground Air Traffic Communications.





The FAA has no intention to enter into a contractual agreement based upon the responses to this solicitation, however, based upon the FAA recommendations, ICAO may enter into a binding commitment to license patented vocoder technology, or copyrighted subject matter, to all interested third parties for use in national and international air/ground Air Traffic Communications.





This evaluation will be handled IAW the FAA Acquisition Management System (AMS), dated 7/2/97.  All respondees are directed to the FAA AMS (see FAA Home Page at http://www.faa.gov OR http://www.faa.gov/asu/asu100/acq-reform/acq_home.htm), specifically Section 3.2.2, Source Selection.





Offeror's are reminded that the FAA intends to make recommendations to ICAO based upon initial offers/proposals.  Therefore, offerors are cautioned to submit their best terms in their initial proposal/offer.  The FAA does reserve the right to request additional information and/or additional/revised offers from the appropriate offeror(s), if deemed necessary/appropriate.  Further, for an understanding of Communications with Offeror(s), see Section 3.2.2.3.1.2.2 of the FAA AMS.   All communications will be handled by the FAA Contracting Officer or Contract Specialist.





Under the cover of this letter, one (1) copy of the RFP is being transmitted.  All proposals shall be submitted IAW Section L.6, Proposal Requirements, of the RFP.  For clarification purposes, offerors shall consider the terms “solicitation”, "RFP", “RFI” and "SIR" to be interchangeable within the subject RFP.





The FAA will not pay (nor be responsible) for any costs incurred (administrative or otherwise) associated with any response received from an offeror in response to this RFP.  Therefore, any and all costs associated with an offeror’s response to this RFP shall be solely at the offeror’s expense.
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Proposal/Offer submissions must be received at the addresses indicated in Section L.11 by 4:00 P.M., Eastern Time, June 1, 1998.  Your submissions are subject to FAA AMS Clause 3.2.2.3-14, LATE SUBMISSIONS, MODIFICATIONS, AND WITHDRAWALS OF SUBMITTALS (OCT 1996).





Proposals must be submitted IAW with FAA AMS Clauses 3.2.2.3-6, Submittals In the English Language (APR 1996) and 3.2.2.3-7, Submittals in U.S. Currency (APR 1996).





The FAA schedule for the vocoder evaluation is as follows:





	FAA solicitation released		4/15/98


	Offeror submittals			6/1/98


	FAA evaluation completed			10/1/98


	FAA recommendation to ICAO		11/1/98





Proposals/offers submitted by offerors will be evaluated IAW Section M of the RFP.  Any questions regarding the subject RFP should be addressed to Mr. Daniel B. Lear at 


(202) 493-4818.





Sincerely,














Daniel B. Lear


Contracting Officer


  


Enclosure


 














