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PART VI – SECTION L

INSTRUCTIONS, CONDITIONS, AND NOTICES TO OFFERORS

L.1. AMS CLAUSES INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE.

This solicitation incorporates one or more provisions by reference, with the same force and effect as if they were given in full text.  Upon request, the Contracting Officer will make their full text available.


Number/Clause



Title

3.2.2.3-12
Amendments to Screening Information Requests (April 1996)

 3.2.2.3-13
Submissions of Information/Documentation/Offers (April 1996)

 3.2.2.3-14
Late Submission, Modifications, and Withdrawals of Submittals (October 1996)

 3.2.2.3-16
Restrictions on Disclosure and Use of Data (April 1996)

 3.2.2.3-17
Preparation of Offers (October 1996)

 3.2.2.3-18
Explanation to Prospective Offerors

 3.2.2.3-19
Contract Award (April 1996)

 3.2.4-31   
Evaluation of Options (April 1996)

3.13-4     
Contractor Identification Number—Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) Number (August 1997)

L.2 TYPE OF CONTRACT

The government contemplates award of a firm fixed price, indefinite delivery indefinite quantity contract resulting from this solicitation.

L.3 FORMAL COMMUNICATIONS

L.3.1 WRITTEN INQUIRIES

Information concerning this solicitation or request for clarifications shall not be provided in response to offeror initiated telephone calls.  All such requests shall be made in writing and submitted to the address in L.3.2 by 4:00 PM EST not later than ten (10) calendar days before the closing date of this solicitation.  Written inquiries shall be answered in writing and provided to all offerors (unless other wise extended by the Contracting Officer), within ten days after receipt.  Questions will not be identified as to source.  Written requests received by the addressee after the time and date stated above will be handled in accordance with the provision under AMS 3.2.2.3-14, “Late Submissions, Modifications, and Withdrawals of Submittals (October 1996)”.

Note: Inquiries may be submitted via telefax or E:mail

L.3.2 ADDRESS

Formal communications such as requests for clarification and/or information concerning this solicitation shall be submitted to:


Attn: Matthew E. Asai


Communications/ Weather and Aircraft Branch


ASU-330


Federal Aviation Administration


800 Independence Avenue, S.W.  Room 409


Washington, D.C. 20591

L.4 PERIOD OF OFFER

Proposals shall be signed by an official who is legally authorized to bind the offeror to a contract, and such proposals shall be considered binding for 180 days from the solicitation closing date.  Proposals may offer more than 180 days; however, proposals offering in less than 180 days may be determined to be unacceptable.

L.5 DOCUMENTATION SOURCES

FAA Documents:

Copies of FAA specifications, standards and publications applicable to this solicitation only (refer to Section C, paragraph C.2)  may be obtained from the Contracting Office, FAA, 800 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20591, ATTN: Matthew Asai, Room 408, ASU-330.  Requests shall be in writing and shall clearly identify the desired material by title and number and state the intended use of the material.  All written request for FAA documents must be received by this office no later than 30 days after the date of this solicitation.

Military and Federal Documents:

Single copies of unclassified military and federal standards, specifications, and publications may be obtained by writing the Naval Publications and Forms Center, 5801 Tabor Avenue, Philadelphia, PA, 19120 or calling (215) 697-3321, Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM EST.

L.6 PROPOSAL PREPARATION INSTRUCTIONS

L.6.1 PURPOSE

These instructions prescribe the format of the proposals and describe the approach for the development and presentation of data.  They are designed to ensure the submission of information essential to the understanding and comprehensive validation of proposals.

L.6.2 PROPOSAL SUBMITTAL

Each offeror will supply two of each configuration of RF Line Section with appropriate testing elements to the William J. Hughes Technology Center (WJHTC) for Operational Capability Testing (OCT).  The Price Proposal will be sent to the Contracting Officer for evaluation.  Section B shall constitute the price proposal.  Samples and two copies of the proposal (SF33 and sections B through K) shall be overnight delivery or hand delivered to the FAA by 3:00, June 2, 2003.  Use of USPS regular mail is discouraged.  Proposals are to be delivered to Matthew Asai, Room 409, 800 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20591, (202) 493-4751.  Submittal of samples shall be in accordance with L.8.1.

L.6.3 CLARIFICATION OF PROPOSALS

All changes resulting from clarification to the proposal shall be submitted under the provisions of AMS 3.2.2.3-18.  The offerors may submit questions concerning this solicitation in writing not later than 10 calendar days before the closing date of this solicitation, unless otherwise specified by the Government.

L. 7. NOT USED.

L.8 OPERATIONAL CAPABILITIES TEST (OCT)

L8.1 OPERATIONAL CAPABILITIES TEST (OCT)

The operational capabilities test (OCT) will be conducted at the FAA William J. Hughes Technical Center (FAATC).  On the same date the proposal is submitted, all offers shall submit their proposed equipment to the address listed below.


FAA William J. Hughes Technical Center


Atlantic City International Airport


Atlantic City, NJ  08405


Attn: Tim Henry, ACB-330

The OCT plan and Verification Requirements Test Matrix (VRTM) are included in SIR section J-3 through J-4.  Offeror responsibilities for supporting the OCT are identified in Paragraph 5.1.3 of the OCT Plan.  The Offerors shall deliver, consistant with Paragraph 5.1.3.1, the following as submission for the OCT:

· two of each type of RF line section (with and without bracket)

· any necessary test elements for the below areas of interest

· 10 and 50 watt out put from transmitter

· VHF range of 117 – 137 MHz

· UHF range of 225 – 400 MHz

All mandatory requirements (shalls) will be addressed by the OCT are identified in the VRTM in section J-4.

Offerors are cautioned that only equipment delivered by the start of OCT will be evaluated by the Government.  Therefore, offerors shall submit fully functioning equipment as part of their initial proposal, since this will be the only opportunity that offerors will be afforded. 

L8.2 NATURE AND SCOPE OF OCT

The OCT is designed to verify the offeror’s capability to satisfy mandatory requirements listed in VRTM, and to enable the Government to assess the technical risks associated with the offeror’s proposed hardware.

The Government will provide a secure lab and storage facility suitable for objective testing and storage of the offerors’s equipment.  The OCT will be conducted by Government personnel or designated support contractors.

L.8.3 NON-REIMBURSEMENT FOR OCT EXPENSES

The Government will not reimburse offerors for any expenses incurred in connection with the OCT.  The Government will return neither the line sections nor the test elements after OCT is complete.

L.9 PRICE PROPOSAL

L.9.1 PRICE PROPOSAL GUIDANCE

The offeror shall price the equipment as identified in Section B of the solicitation.  The offeror shall provide prices for the base year and all option years.  For pricing purposes, it is anticipated that a contract will be awarded in July 2003.  Delivery of equipment shall be in accordance with the delivery schedule.

Prices proposed in Section B should be identified without any discount provisions.  

L9.2 BASIS FOR DETERMINING PRICING DATA

The Government expects to award the contract through adequate price competition.  However, the Government reserves the right, if necessary, during the evaluation process to request that each offeror complete Standard Form 1411, as well as any additional data, support of substantiations which may reasonably be required for the conduct of appropriate review and analysis.

L.11 ANTICIPATED CONTRACT AWARD DATE

It is anticipated that the resulting contract will be awarded in July 2003.

L. 12 THE NORTH AMERICAN INDUSTERY CLASSIFICATION SYSTEMS (NAICS) AND SMALL BUSINESS SIZE STANDARD

The NAICS code for this acquisition is 334515 and the Small business Standard is 500 employees.

L. 13 3.2.2.3-4  
Samples (April 1996)

     (a)  'Samples' are item sample submissions required of offerors to show those characteristics of the offered products that cannot adequately be described by specifications or purchase descriptions (e.g., balance, facility of use, or pattern).

     (b)  Samples, required elsewhere in this Screening Information Request (SIR), must be furnished as part of the offer and must be received by the time specified for receipt of offers.  Failure to furnish samples on time may require rejection of the offer (see the "Late Submissions, Modifications, and Withdrawals of Submittals" provision of this SIR).

     (c)  Samples will be tested and/or evaluated to determine compliance with all the characteristics listed for evaluation in this SIR.  Failure of these samples to conform to the required characteristics may require rejection of the offer.  

     (d)  Unless otherwise specified in the SIR, samples shall be submitted at no expense to the Government. 

(End of provision)

L.14 3.6.1-1 Notice of Total Small Business Set-Aside (April, 1996) 
(a) Definition. Small business concern, as used in this clause, means a concern, including its affiliates, that is independently owned and operated, not dominant in the field of operation in which it is bidding on Government contracts, and qualified as a small business under the standard industrial classification size standards in thisScreening Information Request (SIR). 

(b) General.

(1) Information and/or offers are requested only from small business concerns. Information and/or offers received from concerns that are not small business concerns shall be considered nonresponsive and will be rejected.

(2) Any award resulting from this SIR will be made to a small business concern.

(c) Agreement. A manufacturer or regular dealer submitting information and/or an offer in its own name agrees to furnish, in performing the contract, only end items manufactured or produced by small business concerns inside the United States, its territories and possessions, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, or the District of Columbia. However, this requirement does not apply in connection with construction or service contracts.

(End of clause)

L. 15  3.9.1-3    
Protest (November 2002)

     AS A CONDITION OF SUBMITTING AN OFFER OR RESPONSE TO THIS SIR (OR OTHER SOLICITATION, IF APPROPRIATE), THE OFFEROR OR POTENTIAL OFFEROR AGREES TO BE BOUND BY THE FOLLOWING PROVISIONS RELATING TO PROTESTS:

     (a) Protests concerning Federal Aviation Administration Screening Information Requests (SIRs) or awards of contracts shall be resolved through the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) dispute resolution system at the Office of Dispute Resolution for Acquisition (ODRA) and shall be governed by the procedures set forth in 14 C.F.R. Parts 14 and 17, which are hereby incorporated by reference. Judicial review, where available, will be in accordance with 49 U.S.C. 46110 and shall apply only to final agency decisions. A protestor may seek review of a final FAA decision only after its administrative remedies have been exhausted.

     (b) Offerors initially should attempt to resolve any issues concerning potential protests with the Contracting Officer.  The Contracting Officer should make reasonable efforts to answer questions promptly and completely, and, where possible, to resolve concerns or controversies. The protest time limitations, however, will not be extended by attempts to resolve a potential protest with the Contracting Officer.

     (c) The filing of a protest with the ODRA may be accomplished by mail, overnight delivery, hand delivery, or by facsimile. A protest is considered to be filed on the date it is received by the ODRA.

     (d) Only an interested party may file a protest.  An interested party is one whose direct economic interest has been or would be affected by the award or failure to award an FAA contract.  Proposed subcontractors are not "interested parties" within this definition.

     (e) A written protest must be filed with the ODRA within the times set forth below, or the protest shall be dismissed as untimely:  

          (1) Protests based upon alleged improprieties in a solicitation or a SIR that are apparent prior to bid opening or the time set for receipt of initial proposals shall be filed prior to bid opening or the time set for the receipt of initial proposals.

          (2) In procurements where proposals are requested, alleged improprieties that do not exist in the initial solicitation, but which are subsequently incorporated into the solicitation, must be protested not later than the next closing time for receipt of proposals following the incorporation.

         (3) For protests other than those related to alleged solicitation improprieties, the protest must be filed on the later of the following two dates:

              (i) Not later than seven (7) business days after the date the protester knew or should have known of the grounds for the protest; or

              (ii) If the protester has requested a post-award debriefing from the FAA Product Team, not later than five (5) business days after the date on which the Product Team holds that debriefing.

     (f) Protests shall be filed at:

          (1)   Office of Dispute Resolution for Acquisition, AGC-70, 

                 Federal Aviation Administration, 

                 800 Independence Ave., S.W., 

                 Room 323, 

                 Washington, DC 20591,

                 Telephone: (202) 267-3290, 

                 Facsimile: (202) 267-3720; or

          (2) other address as specified in 14 CFR Part 17.

     (g) At the same time as filing the protest with the ODRA, the protester shall serve a copy of the protest on the Contracting Officer and any other official designated in the SIR for receipt of protests by means reasonably calculated to be received by the Contracting Officer on the same day as it is to be received by the ODRA. The protest shall include a signed statement from the protester, certifying to the ODRA the manner of service, date, and time when a copy of the protest was served on the Contracting Officer and other designated official(s).

     (h) Additional information and guidance about the ODRA dispute resolution process for protests can be found on the ODRA Website at L http://www.faa.gov.

(End of provision)

L. 16  3.13-5     
Seat Belt Use by Contractor Employees (January 1999)

     In accordance with Executive Order 13043 entitled "Increasing Seat Belt Use in the U.S.," the contractor is encouraged to implement, communicate and enforce on the job seat belt policies and programs for their employees and subcontractors when operating company-owned, rented or personally-owned vehicles.

(End of clause)

