Project Title: EDS TIP LIBRARY

Point of Contract: Kenneth W. Hitchens, (609) 485-6125

Description Of Requirement: :  Development of an extensive, standardized library for each FAA certified computed tomography (CT) x-ray explosives detection system (EDS's).  These EDS threat image projection (TIP) libraries will consist of contained threat images (CTI's) that represent real and potential threats to civil aviation security.  A Threat Image Projection (TIP) is a computer software program, which has the capability of projecting an entire fictitious bag containing a threat, which is called combined threat image (CIT), onto the screener's monitor.  The TIP is intended to keep CT x-ray operators alert, provide real world conditions, and measure performance in identifying threat items.
The Federal Aviation has determined that it is critical to have one homogeneous library, and have it developed in-house as a means to sustain continuity across the various providers of EDS's and to facilitate the evaluation of data from various machines.

The main objective is the evaluation of the TIP to measure the performance of individual screeners and certify screening companies.

Purpose of Announcement:  In accordance with the FAA Acquisition Management System (FAAAMS) paragraph 3.2.2.4, the purpose of this announcement is to inform industry of the basis of the FAA’s decision to contract with selected source procedures.

The FAA, William J. Hughes Technical Center intends to award a single contract to Galaxy Scientific, Egg Harbor Twp, NJ., for the development of a standardized library for each FAA CTI's as outlined above.

As the only company with the equipment and expertise Galaxy Scientific, brings the following essential data, experience and capabilities to this program:

a. A thorough knowledge of current threats to build realistic threat devices and the experience to develop this CT EDS TIP library as a result of their current work on the TIP ready x-ray (TRX) requirement for the FAA.

b.  Presently developing a threat image projection (TIP) library for three of the FAA's 

tip ready x-ray machines which contain CTI's and fictitious threat images as well as images of guns, knives, and miscellaneous items.

c.   Development of a database and matrix/cross-reference chart to the TRX library requirement, which can be utilized for CT EDS TIP documentation.

d.   Development of approximately 125 improvised explosives devices (IED's), which can be used to fulfill a task in this requirement.

Consequently, Galaxy Scientific has the knowledge and capabilities to efficiently conduct tasks as required by this proposed procurement. 

A Competitive solicitation is not available for this procurement.  If your firm does not agree with this single source determination, please provide evidence of your firm’s capabilities and experience in providing the above services, and the FAA will evaluate this accordingly.  All responses to this announcement must be directed to Kenneth Hitchens not later than 12 noon, Eastern Standard Time, November 28, 2001.  The appropriate mailing address is FAA, William J. Hughes Technical Center, Atlantic City International Airport, New Jersey 08405 (Attn: K. Hitchens, ACT-51A).  Responses may also be sent via fax to (609) 485-4088 to K. Hitchens.

