FAA Legal Services

BACKGROUND 

The Department of Transportation (DOT) has a requirement for a national law firm, to provide legal services to facilitate negotiations pursuant to Title V, Chapter 71 and Title 49 of the United States Code, and other applicable laws.  These services will be provided on an hourly basis over a one-year period, with two one-year options, and are expected to involve between 800 – 2400 hours per year.

STATEMENT OF WORK

Pursuant to Title V, Chapter 71 and Title 49 of the United States Code, and other applicable laws, the contractor shall provide legal advice in various matters, including: strategic legal advice to assist the FAA in meeting its bargaining objectives; interpretation of the statutory framework for negotiations; advice on avoiding disputes under Title V, Chapter 71 and Title 49 of the United States Code, and other applicable laws; and resolution strategies for disputes arising from negotiations.  The services covered by this notice will not include conducting actual negotiations for the FAA or representing the FAA in litigation resulting from negotiations.  Travel may be required at times during the performance period.  

THIS IS A TWO-STEP PROCUREMENT: 

· PHASE I:
Announce and solicit for “Statement of Capabilities” from qualified vendors.  This phase will identify highly qualified vendors who will be included in the competition for the requirement.  

· PHASE II:
Provide a Statement of Work (SOW) and Screening Information Request (SIR)/ Request for Offer (RFO) to selected highly qualified vendors responding to this announcement.

To be considered for Phase II, the vendor MUST provide the following information, and meet the minimum qualifications in the following areas:

A. Address and staffing of the Washington, D.C. office

B. Resumes of lead attorney and attorneys proposed for the effort

C. A statement of the firm's experience (1) in providing legal services, including strategic legal advice, in visible and complex negotiations under Title V, Chapter 71 of the United States Code, and (2) in representing federal government entities subject to the Title V, Chapter 71 statutory framework, and (3) any prior experience with the mission and organizational structure of the FAA and/or prior representation of the FAA

D. A certification that the firm's representation of the FAA would not create a conflict of interest.

EVALUATION PROCESS

Written responses will be evaluated based on each offeror's degree of experience for the required capabilities.  The offeror must submit the signed certification as identified in D. above.  

Responses will not be numerically scored or ranked.  Companies will receive an overall rating based on a review of all submitted statements.  Each offeror will be given an adjectival rating of either "highly qualified," "qualified," or "not qualified." 

CRITERIA

A.  HIGHLY QUALIFIED - extensive experience and high probability of success for meeting all requirements; minor deficiencies, but not of a nature to preclude successful performance of the requirement.

B.  QUALIFIED - moderate experience; moderate probability of success in performing all requirements; minor deficiencies, but not of a nature to preclude successful performance of the requirements.

C.  NOT QUALIFIED - low degree of experience; significant deficiencies, which would indicate inability of the firm to perform the requirements. 

INTERESTED VENDORS:

Interested vendors must submit up to a 10 page (excluding resumes) Statement of Capability describing how the vendor’s capabilities and applicable experience qualify them to perform the requirements listed previously in this announcement.  This statement of capability must be delivered to the FAA Contracting Officer no later than 2:00 PM on August 11, 2003.  

This description should be succinct and specific, and must include the following:

A. Address and staffing of the Washington, D.C. office

B. Resumes of lead attorney and attorneys proposed for the effort

C. A statement of the firm's experience (1) in providing legal services, including strategic legal advice, in visible and complex negotiations under Title V, Chapter 71 of the United States Code, and (2) in representing federal government entities subject to the Title V, Chapter 71 statutory framework, and (3) any prior experience with the mission and organizational structure of the FAA and/or prior representation of the FAA

D. A certification that the firm's representation of the FAA would not create a conflict of interest.

SCHEDULE:  Venders responding to this announcement that are not rated highly qualified will be notified, in writing, by the Contracting Officer within 3 working days of receipt of the responses, as to the evaluation results.

REQUEST FOR OFFERS:  Only those vendors that respond to this announcement and are determined to be "highly qualified" are eligible to receive a SIR/RFO and to be evaluated/eligible for contract award.  Those highly qualified vendors will be issued a SIR/RFO as soon as the evaluation is completed, with responses due 3 calendar days later, by 2:00 pm.  The SIR/RFO will contain contractual terms and conditions.  The goal is to award a contract by August 15, 2003.  The final contract will be an IDIQ/T&M with fixed-price labor hour(s).  

CLOSING DATE/ADDRESS FOR RESPONSES:  Written responses must be submitted to the Contracting Officer no later than 2:00 P.M. on August 11, 2003.  Offerors' responses should be addressed to Jim Blades, Contracting Officer, ASU-370, Room 406, Federal Aviation Administration, 800 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20591.  

VENDOR POINT OF CONTACT:  Offerors should include a company Point of Contact(s) with phone number(s), fax number(s), email address (if available) and mailing address.  At least one point of contact must have authority to commit the company.

ADDITIONAL RELEVANT INFORMATION:  

A.  FAA POINTS OF CONTACT:  
Jim Blades, Contracting Offer, ASU-370, (202) 267-8267, jim.blades@faa.gov 

Jerry Mellody, Program Manager, (202) 366- 4792 jerry.mellody@faa.gov 

B.  The following FAA AMS clauses are incorporated into this SIR:

3.2.2.3-14 - "Late Submissions, Modifications and Withdrawal of Submittals"  (October 1996)

C.  Vendors who are not qualified or who do not respond to this announcement will NOT be considered further.

D.  This Screening Information Request (SIR) is being issued in accordance with FAA Acquisition Management System section 3.2.2.4.1.2.  The FAA intends to issue a Indefinite Delivery/Indefinite Quantity Time and Materials contract as a result of this announcement.  

E.  The FAA will not be responsible for any costs incurred in responding to this announcement.
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