Flight Information Services Data Link (FISDL) Communication System
The FAA has completed a review of the industry responses to the Request For Information for the FISDL Project.  Based on the responses received, there is ample industry support to continue the FISDL Project under the guidelines stated in the published FISDL Policy Statement.  

Below in a generic form, is the FISDL letter released to the FISDL respondents on 11/24/98:

“As stated in the FAA Administrator's FISDL Policy Statement, the FAA, in lieu of a formal acquisition program, plans to form a joint venture with industry.  For its part in this business arrangement, the FAA will provide up to four frequencies to be used for this service, and guidelines for FISDL implementation (including minimum performance requirements).

Through the RFI responses, the FISDL Team has verified that there are several companies willing to undertake the FISDL Project in accordance with the terms published in the FISDL policy statement.  At present, based on input received through the RFI activity, the following additional advance FISDL guidance is provided:

1. There is a preference to have two FISDL providers, each offering total national coverage to include Alaska and Hawaii.

2. The FAA Agreements with industry will be based on proposals that use radios meeting standards designed to satisfy the requirements of civil aviation safety services using Broadcast Protocol in the 136.0 - 136.9 VHF spectrum.

3. No FAA funding will be provided in implementing FISDL.

4. The FAA plans a 5 year Agreement with the FISDL Provider(s).

The FAA highly encourages teaming arrangements when responding to the FISDL RFP.  The following is a list of interested parties that have submitted responses to the FISDL RFI:

1. Air Cell, Incorporated - William J. Gordon (202) 659-0300 

2.
ARINC - Richard N. Pitts (410) 266-2043

3.
ARNAV Systems, Incorporated - Frank Williams (253) 848-6060

4.
Aviation Data System Innovations,LLC/Litton Systems - Charles Michaels (Litton) (818) 226-2025 

5. Echo Flight, Incorporated/ORBCOMM - Robert Kalberer (Echo Flight)


(303) 413-9002

6.
Garmin International - Clayton Barber (913) 397-8448 ext. 1375

7.
Harris Corporation - John Pizzuto (407) 729-7726

8.
In-Flight Weather - Otto F. Hinckelmann (818) 556-3699

9.
NavRadio Corporation - Brian Haynes (612) 970-0239

10.
Sensis Corporation - Michael Farneth (315) 445-5825

11. Universal Weather and Aviation, Incorporated - Paul R. Ryan 


(713) 944-1622

The FISDL Team will continue to keep industry abreast of all FISDL developments through the FAA's Contracting Opportunities Website at http://www.asu.faa.gov/faaco.

As shown in the FAA's letter to the RFI respondents, the FAA plans to execute a Joint Venture type Agreement with the Service Provider(s).  The Agreements do not require a Capital Investment by the FAA and the implementation of FISDL will not be governed by the formal FAA Acquisition Management System guidelines.  The next step planned for the FISDL implementation is the release of a Request For Proposals (RFP)/Agreement Document.  All of the companies that responded to the FISDL RFI will automatically receive the FISDL RFP.  Companies that did not respond to the RFI may request a copy of the FISDL RFP, or contact one of the RFI respondents for teaming opportunities.  Requests for the RFP/Agreement Document may be e-mailed to the Contracting Officer at eugene.johnson@faa.dot.gov or faxed to the number identified below.  The FAA plans to have the FISDL RFP ready for release by January 1999.

As part of this announcement, the FISDL Team wishes to clarify the following points:

1. The FAA has determined that the Initial Operating Capability (IOC) for FISDL shall take place within 12 months after execution of the Agreement.

2. The FAA seeks aggressive implementation in Alaska, with the Bethel operational area as part of the IOC. 

3. The FAA preference is to have two Service Providers (no more than two), each offering total national coverage to include Alaska and Hawaii. 

4. The FISDL Agreement will be 5 years in length.

Any further developments on the FISDL Project will be posted on the FAA's Contracting Opportunities website. Questions concerning the FISDL acquisition process may be addressed to the Contracting Officer at:

Federal Aviation Administration

Eugene Johnson, ASU-310

800 Independence Avenue S.W.

Washington, DC  20591

Inquiries may be faxed to (202) 493-5038.  Questions on the FISDL business approach should be addressed to the Contracting Officer.  Questions on the FISDL technical requirements should be addressed to Dean Resch, AND-710.  Mr. Resch may be reached by fax at the previously stated number. 

