Background:  The Wide Area Augmentation System (WAAS) uses a system of widely dispersed ground stations to provide coverage and generate necessary augmentations to the Global Positioning System (GPS) Standard Positioning System (SPS) navigation signal.  A network of precisely surveyed ground reference stations strategically positioned across the country, as well as Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico, are utilized to collect GPS satellite data.  Using this information, messages are developed to correct any signal errors.  These correction messages are then broadcast through geostationary communication satellites to receivers onboard aircraft at the same frequency as the GPS Link 1 (L1) service, 1575.42 MHz. The WAAS is designed to provide the additional accuracy, availability, and integrity, necessary to enable Users with certified avionics to rely on GPS for any FAA-approved phase of flight and for all qualified airports within the WAAS coverage area.  

Currently, the FAA is utilizing the services of navigation transponder payloads from two INMARSAT-3 satellites.  The navigation payload on each of the two INMARSAT satellites is a transponder that broadcasts both an L1 and C-band downlink and uses a single C-band uplink signal.

Additional GEO satellite services are needed to provide the necessary coverage, availability, and improved continuity of service to the aviation user.

The FAA plans to award a new contract for WAAS satellite communication services in Fiscal Year (FY) 2002. Offerors may propose on a lease or service basis in accordance with 49 U.S.C. 40111, Federal Aviation Reauthorization Act of 1996.  Leases must meet the requirements of OMB Circular No. A-11.     Initial operational capability (IOC) for the first GEO signal broadcast would be as soon as possible after contract award, preferably sometime during calendar year 2004.

PURPOSE:  The purpose of this Market Survey RFI is to solicit comments from industry sources on  FAA’s DRAFT Sections B, L, and M, for the WAAS Geostationary Communications Satellite Service.  The FAA is seeking candid comments concerning DRAFT Sections B, L, and M, as well as specific identification of potential cost drivers and concepts/lessons learned from other lease service contracts vendors may have.

Potential offerors are invited to submit any comments about the content of the DRAFT Sections B, L, and M, NO LATER THAN 4:00 PM Eastern Standard Time (EDT) , 8 May 2002. Comments should be forwarded to FAA, 800 Independence Avenue, SW, ATTN: ASU-310/Susan Eicher, Washington, DC  20591; by email susan.eicher@faa.gov.  Responses received after the time and date specified in this RFI will not be considered and will be returned to the sender.  All responses received by the FAA will be treated as Proprietary Information unless otherwise requested by the individual submitter.

This announcement is not a firm commitment or request for offer.  The FAA is not accepting unsolicited offers.  The FAA will not be liable for any costs associated with the preparation of responses to this request for information, nor reimburse or otherwise pay any costs incurred by any party responding.

ATTACHMENTS:
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DRAFT Section L
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