MEDICAL AND CHEMICAL DATABASE ACCESS

Description Of Technical Requirement

The FAA has a requirement for access to information database(s) containing medical and chemical information.  In the event FAA agents, air carrier or airport personnel encounter substances which may pose potential hazards, FAA agents must have immediate access to proprietary chemical compound composition information, treatment procedures for exposed persons and substance handling information.  For the purposes of this requirement, proprietary information may involve a chemical constituent considered to be a trade secret by its manufacturer.  In the event of an emergency, the FAA agent will require immediate access to critical medical and hazard data to implement an immediate and effective response.

All chemical and hazardous material database(s) must be accessible 24x7 via internet.  All informational databases responsive to this requirement must be located at one internet location/address and must be accessible at any time from any location via internet.  FAA agents must be able to research information about any chemical or substance which may be involved in an incident, accident, release or spill at any airport, on an aircraft, an FAA facility or any other related aviation area.  The FAA agents must have the capability to instantly search for any chemical in the Chemical Abstract Service (CAS) for chemical abstract registry numbers under various names with immediate results to the following questions: what should I do and what should I not do.  Information must also be available which appropriately addresses:  1) response to contain a clean up; 2) medical procedures for exposure; 3) transportation information, and; 4) environmental information.  

To support potential government enforcement actions, the database(s) must enable the identification and classification  of products and chemicals which may be undeclared hazardous material shipments and are regulated by the DOT Hazardous Material Regulations (49 CFR).  Therefore the information in the database(s) must also be reliable, accurate, and current.  Information as contained in Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) as required by OSHA must be available.  The database must have an extensive search capability allowing for the execution of searches on items such as chemical synonyms, trade names, manufacturer names and commons use names.  The search criterion identified here represents the minimum criterion.  The search capability must be extensive to allow for the timely and proper identification and classification of chemicals and substances.  

In addition to capabilities conforming to the description above, the database product must also be capable of transmitting electronic notifications to the database subscriber(s) when new regulatory notices are published in the Federal Register.  At a minimum, medical and chemical databases must be updated quarterly to afford FAA agents access to the most recent information available.

Acquisition and Contact Information

The purpose of this announcement is to assess the general availability of the capability described herein and is not a solicitation for offers.  The Government, therefore, will not be responsible for costs incurred by any party responding to this announcement.  Any potential sources capable of providing a product responsive to the requirements as described in this announcement must send to the point of contact indicated below no more than three (3) pieces of commercially-available descriptive product literature if literature is in the form of brochures or pamphlets or if in text form, no more than two (2) sheets of text.  

Product literature or text must clearly and succinctly address capabilities as discussed in this announcement in order for the submitting party to be considered for any subsequent acquisition phase of this requirement should a subsequent phase be pursued.  Interested parties must also provide company name, telephone number, company website address and name and e-mail address for individual point of contact.

The Government reserves the right to release a Screening Information Request (SIR) to only those parties responding to this announcement with product information responsive to the requirements of this announcement.  Information submissions must be received by the contracting officer no later than 2 PM EST on 01MAY2003.

Product information in response to this announcement, questions or comments must be directed to Joyce.Edwards-Williams@faa.gov, Federal Aviation Administration, 800 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20590.  

Joyce Edwards-Williams

Contracting Officer

(202) 267-9781 (V)

(202) 267-5142 (F)

