FAA AIRCRAFT LEASE

DTFAAC-52-R-0300001

COMMENTS/QUESTIONS RESPONSES - ANSWERS

1.
COMMENT:  General

The subject SIR meets the definition of a “commercial product” as contained in the FAA Acquisition Management System (AMS) Subpart 3.2.2.5.  

Further, the SIR is a competitive procurement, the price reasonableness of which is determined by competitive market forces.  Therefore, we request that the FAA modify the solicitation to provide for commercial acquisition and clarify their intent that this procurement is based on competition for determination of price reasonableness.

RECOMMENDATION:

Request the FAA amend the solicitation to provide for commercial acquisition and clarify their intent that this procurement is based on competition for determination of price reasonableness.

FAA RESPONSE:

Delete current paragraphs L.8 and L.9 and replace with the following.  

L.8 (Revised)
SUBMISSION OF SUPPORTING COST OR PRICING DATA


(a)
It is anticipated that pricing of this action will be based on adequate price competition; therefore, offerors are not required to submit SF 1411 Certified Cost or Pricing data to support their price proposal.  


(b)
Offerors are requested to submit with their offer, in support of their price, labor, material costs, and any other recurring or non-recurring cost that will significantly affect price, together with supporting information, such as:



(1)
Attach a copy of or identify the catalog and its date, or the appropriate pages for the offered items, or a statement that the catalog is on file in the buying office to which this proposal is being made.



(2)
Provide a copy or describe current discount policies and price lists (published or unpublished), e.g., wholesale, original equipment manufacturer, and reseller.



(3)
Additionally, for each catalog item that exceeds $1,000,000, provide evidence of substantial sales to the general public.  This may include sales order, contract, shipment, invoice, actual recorded sales or other records that are verifiable.  In addition, if the basis of the price proposal is sales of essentially the same commercial item by affiliates, other manufacturers or vendors, those sales may be included.  The offeror shall explain the basis of each offered price and its relationship to the established catalog price.  When substantial general public sales have also been made at prices other than catalog or price list prices, the offeror shall indicate how the proposed price relates to the price of such recent sales in quantities similar to the proposed quantities.




(A)
Market price information. Include the source and date or period of the market quotation or other basis for market price, the base amount, and applicable discounts. The nature of the market should be described. The supply or service being purchased should be the same as or similar to the market price supply or service. Data supporting substantial sales to the general public is also required.




(B)
Identification of the law or regulation establishing the price offered. If the price is controlled under law by periodic rulings, reviews, or similar actions of a governmental body, attach a copy of the controlling document, unless it was previously submitted to the contracting office.




(C)
For commercial items, information on prices at which the same item or similar items have been sold in the commercial market place.


(c)
However, if after receipt of offers it is determined that adequate price competition does not exist, cost or pricing data will be required.  Notwithstanding the existence of adequate price competition, the FAA may request additional detailed cost or pricing data to ensure the reasonableness of an Offerors proposed price(s).


(d)
If additional cost and pricing data is required, the offeror shall provide current, complete and accurate cost or pricing data within ten (10) calendar days after receipt of the contracting officer's request.

2.
COMMENT:  Part I, Section E – Inspection and Acceptance

The Aircraft Manufacturing Industry standard practice for location of final inspection and acceptance is F.O.B. Origin, Contractors’ Facility.  By utilizing this practice, the Government can obtain more advantageous pricing and further, a best value for the funds being spent.  

RECOMMEDATION:

Request the FAA to modify the Solicitation to reflect delivery to be F.O.B. Origin, Contractors Facility.

FAA RESPONSE:  

Revise paragraph E.1 (d) to read:  “Final inspection and receipt of the aircraft shall be F.O.B. Origin, at Contractors Facility.  The CO shall make final acceptance in writing.”

3.
COMMENT:  Section B, Option Aircraft Pricing

The 1st Aircraft would most likely be delivered in 2003.  Since there is a cancellation provision, ostensibly the Contractor could propose monthly lease payment based on five years that would be constant over 60 months.  If the FAA ordered the 2nd Aircraft at the same time, the same would not be based on the current pricing structure.

The Contractor will have to base the lease payment for the 2nd and 3rd Aircraft in Option Year One on a four year lease; and in Option Year Two on a three year lease; and so on.  Each Option Year payment will of necessity be significantly higher that the previous year.  If the FAA orders the 2nd or 3rd Aircraft in the Base Year (or any Option Year), the lease payment on those aircraft would increase significantly each year, which I am sure was not the FAA’s intent.

RECOMMENDATION:

Request the FAA amend the Solicitation Section B, Schedule of Rates to require the pricing schedule for all remaining Contract Years for each aircraft, based on the Contract Year in which the aircraft was ordered.  For example,

	2nd Aircraft Ordered
	Base Year Payment
	Option One Payment
	Option Two Payment
	Option Three Payment
	Option Four Payment

	Base Year
	A
	A
	A
	A
	A

	Option One
	
	B
	B
	B
	B

	Option Two
	
	
	C
	C
	C

	Option Three
	
	
	
	D
	D

	Option Four
	Not Available
	
	
	
	


The Schedule of Rates for cancellation or failure to exercise the next Option Year must also have this structure based on the year in which the option is exercised.

FAA RESPONSE:

The FAA prefers to leave the pricing schedule as currently defined in Schedule B.  Offerors are required to provide pricing as requested.  Should an offeror desire to provide an optional pricing schedule that would be advantageous to the Government they may do so.  However, offerors are warranted that an optional pricing schedule that does not address all requirements will not be considered.

4.
COMMENT:  Section C, paragraph 5.2.3, page 23.

The paragraph requires “ a dual three or four panel LCD display Electronic Flight Instrument System (EFIS)”.  An LCD (liquid Crystal Display) is one type of EFIS display.  There are other type displays including Cathode Ray Tube (CRT) displays that display the same information.  There are aircraft that would meet all other Solicitation requirements that have CRT displays and not LCD displays.

RECOMMENDATION:

The FAA amends the Solicitation, Section C, paragraph 5.2.3, to be changed to read “A dual three or four panel LCD or CRT display...”.

FAA RESPONSE:

Paragraph 5.2.3 will be revised to read:

5.2.3
Integrated flight instrument system in the cockpit area shall be a dual (pilot and co-pilot) three or four panel LCD or CRT display Electronic Flight Instrument System (EFIS) including Multi Functional Display (MFD).

5.
COMMENT:  Section C, paragraph 7.6, page 26.

The paragraph allows the FAA to perform maintenance and bill the contractor for labor to cover the maintenance activity.  The paragraph states that he FAA will charge at the “contractor’s prevailing hourly rate”.  However, there is no limitation on the hours charged for the maintenance activity, which leaves the contractor with an open-ended liability.

RECOMMENDATION:

The FAA amends the paragraph to add the following sentence following the current third sentence in paragraph 7.6.  “The hours charged for the maintenance activity shall not exceed the contractor’s standard hours for the maintenance activity.”

FAA RESPONSE:

It is difficult, if not impossible, to know what “the contractors standard hours are for all potential maintenance activities” would be.  Keep in mind that offerors are to include all maintenance in their proposal.   The FAA will only perform minor maintenance when it is cost and time effective to assist in keeping the aircraft in service.  Maintenance performed will normally be related to troubleshooting pilot discrepancies and therefore not billed as a standard maintenance activity, but rather as time and materials.  The FAA employs trained and competent technicians fully capable of diagnosing and correcting aircraft discrepancies within in a reasonable amount of time. 

6.
COMMENT:  Section C, paragraph 6.1, page 26.

The paragraph states that if the leased aircraft goes out of service for more than 72 hours “for whatever reason”, the contractor is obligated to provide a like replacement aircraft at no additional cost.  This is an unreasonable, open-ended liability that most offerors will refuse to accept, and those that do would add significant additional price to the lease to cover the risk.  In addition, some contractors are not in a position to provide replacement aircraft internally and would have to rely on third parties, which is tenuous at best.  What if the FAA damaged the aircraft to the extent that it required 3 months to repair?  We believe it is patently unfair to ask the contractor to accept that risk.

RECOMMENDATION:

Section C, paragraph 6.1, be deleted in its entirety.

FAA RESPONSE:

Delete paragraph 6.1 in its entirety.

7.
COMMENT:
Section C, Paragraph 6.2

The paragraph states that if the leased aircraft goes out of service for more than 72 hours “for whatever reason”, and a replacement aircraft is not provided (paragraph 6.1), the contractor is obligated to decrease the lease payment proportionally.  This Contractor recognizes the FAA’s right to recourse for failure of the contractor to perform.  However, we strongly object to the term “for whatever reason”, since we should not be penalized for Government actions or matters outside our control.

RECOMMENDATION:

Paragraph 6.2 be rewritten as:  “If the leased aircraft is out of service for greater than 72 hours for reasons caused by the Contractor (except for routine phase maintenance periods), the monthly lease payments shall be reduced by...”.

FAA RESPONSE:

Revise paragraph 6.2 to read as follows:

“6.2
If the aircraft is out of service for greater than 72 hours for reasons caused by the contractor, to include unscheduled maintenance caused by mechanical discrepancy and scheduled maintenance when the agreed upon departure date is exceeded as outlined in 6.3 the monthly lease payment shall be decreased by 1/30 for each 24-hour period the leased aircraft is out of service.  The calculation for the 24-hour period begins with the first hour the aircraft went out of service.  The contractor will be notified when the aircraft becomes grounded and we will work closely to resolve the maintenance issue as rapidly as possible.”

**(Explanatory Note, not part of revise paragraph 6.2):  When the FAA identifies the need for scheduled or unscheduled maintenance it is the offerors responsibility to accurately estimate the amount of time a repair or inspection should take.  All offerors should have a history of inspecting and repairing aircraft so this should not be difficult to accomplish, additional time may be included in the estimate to cover complications.  Following this agreed upon departure date the FAA would allow another 3 days to get the aircraft back in service.  We believe this protects the FAA from experiencing extended downtime and limits payment liability for an unusable aircraft.

8.
COMMENT:
Section B, B.1, paragraphs, B.1.3, B.2.3, B.3.3, B.4.3, and B.5.3.

Paragraph B.2.3, second sentence, which applies to the 1st Option Year, reads: “Should the 1st Option period be cancelled or not exercised by the FAA, un-recovered costs...”.  This provision was provided so that contractors can offer attractive level lease terms, yet still be financially protected should the Government not proceed with the option years.  If the FAA exercises the 1st Option Year or declines to exercise the 1st Option Period, they must do so during the Base Year.  If the FAA declines to exercise the 1st Option Period, the contractor cannot collect for damages because the provision for recourse is in the 1st Option Period, which is not on contract.

RECOMMENDATION:

Second sentence of the subject paragraphs be rewritten to read:


B.1.3
“Should the base lease period be cancelled or the 1st Option Period not be exercised by the FAA during the base period, unrecovered costs ……..”


B.2.3
“Should the 1st Option Period be cancelled or the 2nd Option Period not be exercised by the FAA during the 1st Option Period, unrecovered costs…….”


B.3.3
“Should the 2nd Option Period be cancelled or the 3rd Option Period not be exercised by the FAA during the 2nd Option Period, unrecovered costs…….”


B.4.3
“Should the 3rd Option Period be cancelled or the 4th Option Period not be exercised by the FAA during the 3rd Option Period, unrecovered costs…….”


B.5.3
“Should the 4th Option Period be cancelled by the FAA during the 4th Option Period, unrecovered costs…….”

FAA RESPONSE:

Amend the Solicitation to revise Section B, B.1, paragraphs, B.1.3, B.2.3, B.3.3, B.4.3, and B.5.3. to read as follows:  

B.1.3
Cost reimbursement of unrecovered cost for cancellation of the lease during the base period.  Should the base lease period be cancelled or the 1st Option Period not be exercised by the FAA during the base period, unrecovered costs for the canceled lease period would be reimbursed to protect the contractor against unrecovered loss resulting from cancellation.  (Not applicable to a conversion from lease to lease-to-purchase).

B.2.3
Cost reimbursement of unrecovered cost for cancellation of the lease during the 1st Option period.  Should the 1st Option Period be cancelled or the 2nd Option Period not be exercised by the FAA during the 1st Option Period, unrecovered costs for the canceled lease period would be reimbursed to protect the contractor against unrecovered loss resulting from cancellation.  (Not applicable to a conversion from lease to lease-to-purchase).

B.3.3
Cost reimbursement of unrecovered cost for cancellation of the lease during the 2nd Option period.  Should the 2nd Option Period be cancelled or the 3rd Option Period not be exercised by the FAA during the 2nd Option Period, unrecovered costs for the canceled lease period would be reimbursed to protect the contractor against unrecovered loss resulting from cancellation.  (Not applicable to a conversion from lease to lease-to-purchase).

B.4.3
Cost reimbursement of unrecovered cost for cancellation of the lease during the 3rd Option period.  Should the 3rd Option Period be cancelled or the 4th Option Period not be exercised by the FAA during the 3rd Option Period, unrecovered costs for the canceled lease period would be reimbursed to protect the contractor against unrecovered loss resulting from cancellation.  (Not applicable to a conversion from lease to lease-to-purchase).

B.5.3
Cost reimbursement of unrecovered cost for cancellation of the lease during the 4th Option period.  Should the 4th Option Period be cancelled by the FAA during the 4th Option Period, unrecovered costs for the canceled lease period would be reimbursed to protect the contractor against unrecovered loss resulting from cancellation.  (Not applicable to a conversion from lease to lease-to-purchase).

9.
comment:
Section B, B.1, paragraphs B.1.4, B.2.4, B.3.4, B.4.4, B.4.5.

The lease-to-purchase option described in the subject paragraphs has not been used in the commercial market for several years.  In its place, leasing companies typically offer an “option to purchase” on all their leases whether the lessee intends to purchase or not.  

Lease rates are based on an asset that depreciates in value over time.  This depreciation in value is known as the Stipulated Loss Value (SLV) and is expressed monthly as a percentage of the original value of the asset at the beginning of the lease.  For example, the SLV at the end of 12 months may be 95.3 percent, and at the end of 60 months may be 73 percent.


The “option to purchase” can be exercised typically at any time after the first 12 months of the lease, and the purchase price is “an agreed fair market value”, but no lower than the SLV.


For further clarification, we provide the following typical language contained in a commercial lease addressing the “option to purchase”.  There is some allowance of latitude in changes to the language, as long as the spirit remains intact.

OPTION TO PURCHASE.  OWNER hereby grants LESSEE an option to purchase the Aircraft, which may only be exercised on any and all Monthly Rental Payment Dates after the first 12 months of the lease, or on the last day of the term of this Lease. This option to purchase may be exercised upon not less than thirty (30) days' prior written notice to OWNER and only if all amounts due under this Lease have been timely paid.  The purchase price for the Aircraft (the “Purchase Option Price”) shall be the fair market value of the Aircraft on the date of purchase (the “Purchase Date”), plus all other sums then due under this Lease (with appropriate credit for Additional Rentals as provided herein).  In addition,  LESSEE shall reimburse OWNER for all expenses incurred in connection with the exercise of this option to purchase, including legal fees.  Any such payment by LESSEE shall be deposited by LESSEE in immediately available funds in a bank account to be designated by OWNER, with no deductions or withholdings whatsoever.  The fair market value of the Aircraft shall be determined by the agreement of LESSEE and OWNER, or, in the absence of such agreement, as determined by any appraiser acceptable to OWNER.  The Purchase Option Price shall in no event be less than the applicable Stipulated Loss Value of the Aircraft as specified on Annex B to this Lease, which is incorporated herein by this reference. OWNER, upon receipt of all sums due under this purchase option, shall transfer the Aircraft and any assignable manufacturers’ warranties, if any, to LESSEE, AS IS, WHERE IS, with no warranties, express or implied, provided, however, that OWNER shall warrant that the Aircraft is free and clear of all liens and encumbrances created by OWNER, but not liens or encumbrances resulting from the acts or omissions of LESSEE.  LESSEE shall continue to pay the Regular Monthly Rental Payments and all other sums due under this Lease as the same become due until receipt by OWNER of all sums due under this purchase option.  Any applicable sales, use, excise or other taxes, imposts, duties, charges, fees or the like arising or payable as a result of or in connection with the purchase and sale of the Aircraft shall be paid by LESSEE.

RECOMMENDATION:

Offerors are allowed to bid an “option to purchase” in lieu of the lease-to-purchase options described in the subject paragraphs.

If the FAA denies the above request, offers should be given the option to “no-bid” the lease-to-purchase conversion option described in the subject paragraphs.

FAA RESPONSE:

The current Schedule B pricing structure provides a firm fixed methodology of establishing a conversion price from an exclusive use lease to a lease-to-purchase during any period of the contract.  Should an offeror desire to provide an optional pricing schedule that would be advantageous to the Government, they may do so.  However, offerors are warned that an optional pricing schedule that does not address all requirements will not be considered.

10.
COMMENT:  Section B, B.1, Schedule of Rates, Option Aircraft Pricing

Presently, the aircraft industry is in a slow economy and interest rates are low.  Experience has shown us that these factors can change relatively quickly.  Contractor’s catalog lists prices for their products increase yearly, however, the exact increase depends on market conditions and is not published until needed to quote prices for orders.  All these factors combine to make it difficult to project firm fixed prices in the out years.

This Contractor is comfortable projecting Option Aircraft firm fixed lease pricing for the Base Year, even though the lease may not start for as long as 26 months.  However, it could be as long as 2.5 years before the FAA orders an Option Aircraft in Option Year One, and three years before the lease actually starts.  

RECOMMENDATION:

Since this is a long time to project the state of the economy and interest rates, this Contractor recommends that the pricing be based on known indexes for the Option Years.  For example, this Contractor publishes list prices for aircraft based on the year they are delivered.  We could limit the increase in the aircraft price each year to the increase in the published Base Aircraft List Price in the applicable Option Year.  Also, the lease interest rate could be tied to the Five Year Treasury Bill interest rate at the start of the lease plus 1.5 percent.  The only other variable affecting price would be the remaining term of the contract, i.e. the lease would be based on the applicable term of 4,3, 2, or 1 years.

If a method of pricing based on inflation indexes is not incorporated, the Contractor will of necessity provide for the risks involved.  This results in higher prices to the Government for the Option Aircraft in the out years.

FAA RESPONSE:

The current Schedule B pricing structure provides a firm fixed methodology of establishing firm fixed pricing for out years and the contractor assumes this cost risk while still trying to submit a competitive cost proposal.  Should the offeror desire to provide an optional pricing schedule that would be advantageous to the Government they may do so.  However, offerors are warranted that an optional pricing schedule that does not address all requirements will not be considered.

11.
QUESTION:
Section C, paragraph 5.2.7

The paragraph requires “Color weather radar with Turbulence and Lightning detection System”.  Most color weather radars in aircraft of interest for this solicitation incorporate wind shear (turbulence) on the radar displays.  However, most do not have the capability to display lightning detection.  To design and implement such a system would be very expensive.  Would a separate lightning detection display be acceptable to meet this requirement?

FAA RESPONSE:

Revise paragraph 5.2.7 to read:

5.2.7
Color weather radar with wind shear (turbulence) detection system and a separate lighting detection system.

12.
question:
Section C, paragraph 5.3.4


Will an aircraft proposed included a global commercial satellite phone system (Aero-M) meet the requirement?  If not, please provide information on the type of portable satellite phone required and the interface requirements?  Will this system require an external antenna, and if so, what type?

FAA RESPONSE:

Assume this question is in reference to paragraph 5.3.5 Provisions for a portable satellite phone.  

Revise paragraph 5.3.5 to read

5.3.5
The FAA will be allowed to install a portable satellite phone into the leased aircraft. 

13.
QUESTION:
Section C, paragraph 5.4.3

The paragraph requires an “outside air temperature gauge”.  Since this is listed in the “Interior” section, does the FAA require a display of outside air temperature in the passenger cabin, or does the gauge in the cockpit meet the requirement?

FAA RESPONSE:

An outside air temperature gauge in the cockpit only will meet the FAA’s requirement.

14.
COMMENT:
Section I, I.3 – Risk and Indemnities

The clause asks the Contractor to indemnify the Government for issues arising out of the operation of the aircraft.  In this contract, the Government is the sole operator of the aircraft.  The Contractor should not be indemnifying the Government for the Government’s operation of our aircraft.  The Government, as Lessee, should be responsible for the acts of its pilots, and if there are injuries, of whatever nature due to the negligent conduct of the Government's pilots, then the Government should be responsible for that damage, not the Contractor.  

RECOMMENDATION:

Clause I.3 be deleted from the solicitation.

FAA RESPONSE:

Clause I.3 will not be deleted, however, it will revised to read as follows:

I.3
The Contractor hereby agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the Government, its officers and employees from and against all claims, demands, damages, liabilities, losses, suits and judgments (including all costs and expenses incident thereto) which may be suffered by, accrue against, be charged to or recoverable from the Government, its officers and employees by reason of injury to or death of any person other than officers, agents, or employees of the Government or by reason of damage to property of others of whatsoever kind (other than the property of the Government, its officers, agents or employees) arising out of any negligence or willful misconduct of the Contractor in connection with the Contractor maintenance or Contractor operation of the aircraft.  In the event the Contractor holds or obtains insurance in support of this covenant, a Certificate of Insurance shall be delivered to the Contracting Officer.

15.
question:
Part 1, Section C, Paragraph 1.1.2 – SCOPE OF WORK

The paragraph states, “ the aircraft...shall be maintained by the Contactor in accordance with this Statement of Work, except for Routine Line Maintenance and other maintenance that the FAA elects to perform.” 

Would the FAA define “other maintenance” that the FAA would perform so that the contractors do not bid that effort in their proposal? 

FAA RESPONSE:

Offeror is to include performance of all maintenance in their proposal.  The FAA will perform minor maintenance when it is cost and time effective to assist in keeping the aircraft operational.  “Other maintenance” is going to be pilot identified discrepancies and normal wear items, i.e. brakes, tires assemblies, battery servicing, etc.

16.
QUESTION:
Part 1, Section C, Paragraph 1.1.2 – SCOPE OF WORK 

The paragraph states, “The cost of all maintenance, parts and shipping, recommended service bulletins, and airworthiness directives shall be included in the lease price”. 

Is this price to include subscription databases for the FMS?  If so who will be responsible for loading the monthly updates? 

FAA RESPONSE:

The FAA will purchase the FMS subscriptions database separately and will be responsible for loading monthly up-dates.

17.
QUESTION:
Part 1, Section C, Paragraph 1.1.3 – SCOPE OF WORK

The paragraph states, “Unless performed by the FAA, the contractor at one of the manufactures authorized service center will perform all scheduled and unscheduled maintenance”.  What scheduled and unscheduled maintenance is the FAA planning to perform that you do not want the offerors to include in their proposal?  

FAA RESPONSE:

Offeror is to include performance of all maintenance in their proposal.  The FAA will perform minor maintenance when it is cost and time effective to assist in keeping the aircraft operational.

18.
QUESTION:
Part 1, Section C, Paragraph 2.24 – ROUTINE LINE MAINTENANCE

Routine line maintenance is defined as the servicing of fluids and pressures i.e. fuel, hydraulic, engine oils, tire inflation, emergency air, and oxygen systems and general cleaning of windshields and interior and exterior surfaces.

Will the FAA or the contractor be responsible for providing these consumables?  

FAA RESPONSE:

FAA will be responsible for providing all consumables identified in routine line maintenance.

19.
QUESTION:
Part 1, Section C, Paragraph 4.5.13 – CONTRACTOR FURNISHED ITEMS

The paragraph states: “Manufacture’s troubleshooting equipment and software will be priced to the FAA as part of the lease cost.  This includes Diagnostics software, computer, and associated patch cables used to troubleshoot on board systems.”

For the aircraft proposed, a laptop computer is only used with the following items: APU test software, ARINC 429 Bus reader Interface Harness, and ARINC 429 Bus reader, and P&W GBS Software.   The ARINC 429 Bus reader and interface harness are required to rig throttles.  The P&W GBS Software purpose is to locate the fault(s) when the engine(s) revert to manual mode.

The aircraft is permitted twenty (20) hours at each occurrence in the manual mode, which should allow the aircraft to finish scheduled missions and then fly to authorized service centers, which has the troubleshooting equipment.  The ARINC and P&W GBS Software are not considered field level diagnoses equipment.  

Does the FAA still want to include them in the lease price?

Additionally, we have not identified any other troubleshooting equipment applicable to flight operations and routine line maintenance.  Is other ground support equipment to be included in the lease price? 
FAA RESPONSE:

The Contractor shall provide the diagnostic equipment and include the cost for the equipment in the lease cost.  No other ground support equipment is required. 

20.
QUESTION:
Part 1, Section C, Paragraph 4.5 – CONTRACTOR FURNISHED ITEMS

The paragraph states the Contractor shall furnish the manuals and documentation listed below in the quantities and form specified by the COTR.  The FAA requests all the manuals be in hardcopy form.  However, a CD version is acceptable if that is the only available form.  

For the proposed aircraft, the following manuals are packaged on the same CD:

4.5.4 Aircraft Illustrated Parts Catalogue, 

4.5.7 Aircraft Maintenance Manual, 

4.5.9 Non-Destructive Testing Manual,

4.5.10 Aircraft Wiring Diagram manual.  

Does the FAA require two copies of the CD to meet the requirement for supplying two (2) copies of the Aircraft Wiring Diagram manual?  The information on the CD may be printed on an as required basis, and we believe one copy should suffice.

FAA RESPONSE:

One copy of CD is acceptable.

21.
COMMENT:
Part 1, Section C, Paragraph 4.5.3 - CONTRACTOR FURNISHED ITEMS

The paragraph refers to a Maintenance Manual (one copy) covering the maintenance and overhaul of all avionics equipment on the aircraft.  The sophistication in the level of technology in current aircraft avionics systems, only allow for maintenance and overhaul of the items at an approved manufactures overhaul facility.  Only these approved facilities are allowed to purchase Maintenance Manuals for these items.  Most of the systems have internal self-test and diagnostic systems, which will display fault codes and/or malfunctions on the screen of a component. 

This read out allows field level personal to then reference the associated manufactures pilots/operators guide or OEM aircraft maintenance manual to identify the fault.  The identification of the associated aircraft wiring of the avionics systems is available in the Aircraft Wiring Diagram Manual and the Custom Avionics Wiring Diagram Manual, which are supplied with the aircraft. 

RECOMMENDATION:

Since this Contractor is not allowed to provide Maintenance Manuals for overhaul of the avionics equipment we request that the FAA remove this requirement.  We believe the information included in the pilots/operators guide and aircraft associated manuals is sufficient to perform routine diagnostics and maintenance on the avionics.    

FAA RESPONSE:

Information included in the pilots/operators guide and aircraft associated manuals is sufficient to perform routine diagnostics and maintenance on the avionics.

22.
QUESTION:
SECTION F, PARAGRAPH F.1, DELIVERY SCHEDULE


When does the FAA require delivery of the leased aircraft?

FAA RESPONSE:

The FAA requires delivery NO LATER THAN 12 months after contract award date.
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