Attachment 5





BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR MARKET ANALYSIS RELATED TO NEXCOM SERVICE PROVIDER ALTERNATIVE





As part of its comprehensive modernization of the National Airspace System (NAS), the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is exploring innovative strategies for future air/ground communications.  One such strategy is to employ a service provider that would operate and maintain an air/ground communications infrastructure for use by FAA air traffic management and NAS airspace users.  Currently, two options are envisioned:





(1) The FAA would procure air/ground communications capability as a service for the en route environment while continuing to own and operate the assets that enable air/ground communications in the terminal/airport environment.





(2) The FAA would procure all domestic air/ground communications capability as a service.





Accordingly, the FAA is seeking information from entities capable of providing air/ground communications service (to include voice & data communications) in accordance with either, or both, of these options, briefly describing the salient characteristics and features of suggested approaches.  Issues to be addressed should include:





(a) Provisions for air/ground communications service to all classes of NAS airspace users;  commercial, general, and military aviation





(b) Provisions for maintaining compatibility with communications in uncontrolled airspace (air/air communications and at non-towered airports)





(c) Compatibility with other nations’ civil air/ground communications services





(d) Quality of service commensurate with the safety-critical nature of air/ground communications, including compliance with legal and regulatory requirements





(e) Consideration of transition burdens (operational and economic) placed on the FAA and on NAS users, and of incentives for NAS users to reequip with needed avionics.





The FAA will consider approaches that employ different means of communications in the various NAS environments, and that offer different types of communications service (such as voice-only or voice and data) to various NAS users depending on their needs and equipage capabilities.





This information should not be construed that the FAA intends to employ a service provider for air/ground communications in the future NAS, or that a contract will be awarded as a direct result of any response or subsequent discussions.
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