PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

PROGRAM REQUIREMENT: The FAA proposes to enter into a sole source follow-on contract with the National Association of State Aviation Officials-Center for Aviation Research and Education (NASAO-CARE).  This effort is required for the continued collection of safety data for the approximately 4800 non-certificated public-use airports in this country.  The agency publishes the data received through this contract in flight information manuals and charts used by pilots to plan and execute safe flight.  NASAO-CARE will continue to subcontract with the various state aviation agencies for collection of the data.  

POINT OF CONTACT: Mark Mullen, ASU-360, 202 267-7525

This public announcement is being issued in accordance with Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Acquisition Management system section 3.2.2.4.1.2.  The FAA intends to issue a Screening Information Request (SIR) within 14 days to NASAO-CARE for the follow-on effort.  It is intended that the eventual SIR will become a sole source contract to NASAO-CARE.  

BACKGROUND
The agency needs the information collected under this proposed contract to update flight information publications in a timely manner.  To collect this data a site visit involving a physical inspection of the facility is required. Several years ago, it was determined that it would be more efficient from use of resource perspective to use an outside contractor to collect this data rather than agency personnel.  Previously, contracts had been issued by regional offices to private contractors and individual state aviation agencies.  However, both contract arrangements required FAA to administer several different contracts which increased agency costs.  Also, these arrangements required the FAA to provide the quality control of the collected data.  To ensure flight information is maintained and potentially hazardous conditions (identified by state agencies’ legislative authority) are corrected, this effort needs to be continued.  

Since 1989, the FAA has contracted with NASAO-CARE, a non-profit foundation that is associated with the National Association of State Aviation Officials (NASAO).  NASAO is a Washington based organization that represents state aviation agencies.  NASAO-CARE administers the contract and provides quality control checks but subcontracts with the state aviation agencies for the inspections and associated data collection.  This arrangement has several advantages from a FAA perspective: 


-It allows the FAA to deal with only one entity versus 50 state aviation agencies.


-It provides a flat rate for each inspection on a national basis rather than individual rates for each state


-Due to state activities, the state agencies already have an overall familiarity with the airports to be inspected and some also possess the authority to require potentially hazardous conditions to be corrected.

Over the past 10 years, NASAO-CARE has developed the expertise required to perform quality control checks on the data, processing procedures for distribution, and methods of collating the appropriate airport sketch with the data.  A new contractor would require at least a few years to master these aspects of the contract requirements.  FAA’s costs in time and effort would increase during this learning curve.  

The state aviation agencies maintain that the reimbursement that they receive under the contract does not cover the costs they incur in making the inspection.  However, they are willing to accept this fee since in many cases, they can combine the inspection with other state business at the airport.  It is questionable, if the states would be willing to act as subcontractors for organizations other than NASAO-CARE at this below cost fee, especially if it was a profit-oriented group. 

In a matter unrelated to the contract, the FAA Administrator has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with NASAO to develop a long-term partnership in support of FAA’s mission to provide government products and services to the aviation industry.  One of the specific items addressed under this Memorandum is the automation of the airport safety data program.  As envisioned, software would be developed that would allow the electronic submission of information obtained during an inspection to the FAA.  The current process involves marking up and mailing paper copies.  As a result of this Memorandum item, NASAO, at its own expense, has had the software developed that will allow the electronic submission of the data.  The software program is ready and implementation is planned to coincide with the new contract.

REQUIREMENT
The new contract will provide for the continuation of the inspection and collection of data on public-use airports in accordance with procedures established by the FAA.  The data will be submitted to the FAA for inclusion in its airport database.  Once the data is accepted by the FAA, NASAO-CARE will arrange for printing and distribution of the information as specified in the contract.

The successful offeror must be able to immediately comply (at time of contract award, because of the immediate impact on safety) with those items identified below. 

INTERESTED VENDORS

All interested vendors must submit a 2 to 3 page Statement of Capability describing how the vendor’s corporate capabilities and applicable experience to qualify the vendor to perform the requirement listed previously in this announcement.  This statement of capability must be delivered to the FAA Contracting Officer not later than Monday, March 12, 1999 at 3:00 p.m.  The description should be succinct and specific, and must include the following:

1.  General statement of corporate history and capabilities

2. Experience with quality control checks on the data   processing procedures for distribution, and methods of collating the appropriate airport sketch with the data

3. Description of how the vendor would immediately (at time of 

    contract award) provide software that will allow the  

    electronic submission of the data

Vendor’s responses should be addressed to the FAA Contracting Officer, Mark Mullen, ASU-360, room 402, Federal Aviation Administration, 800 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, DC 20591. Email (for questions only): mark.mullen@faa.dot.gov>at Internet (gateway).  Potential offerors desiring to learn more about the FAA’s procurement reform efforts may download the Acquisition Management System file by contacting the Internet at: http://www.faa.gov/asu/asu100/acq-reform/prop.htm  .  Statements of Capability, submitted via Email, will not be accepted.  The FAA will not be responsible for any costs incurred in responding to this announcement.***

