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basis for awardtc  \l 1 "M.1.1
GENERAL"
M.1.1
Award Selection

The Government will make the award to the responsible offeror whose proposal conforms to the Screening Information Request (SIR) and provides the greatest overall value to the Government, considering risk assessment, price, and technical factors listed below.  The lowest total evaluated price offer may not provide the greatest overall value to the Government. Technical is significantly more important than risk and price.  However, risk assessment and price may become more important among offerors as merits of the technical proposals approach equivalency.

M.1.2
Eligibility for Award

For an offer to be acceptable for award, the offeror must assent to the terms and conditions of the contract (Sections A through K of the SIR), which includes the SIR provisions, contract clauses, statement of work, documents, exhibits, and attachments.  In order to manifest the offeror’s assent to the terms and conditions of the contract, the offeror must, without exception or reservation, complete Standard Form 33, blocks 12 through 18; must insert its proposed prices in the appropriate blank spaces in the SIR, Section B; and must complete the certifications, representations, and other statements of the offeror in the SIR, Section K.  In addition, the offeror must be deemed responsible by possessing the financial and other capabilities to fulfill the requirements for the contract and submit a proposal that is judged, by an integrated assessment of the price and technical evaluation factors shown below, to be the most advantageous to the Government.

M.1.3
Award on Initial Offers

The Government reserves the right to award a contract immediately following conclusion of all the evaluations, and may not require communications or negotiations with the successful offeror or any other offeror.  Therefore, it is critical that each offer be fully responsive to this SIR and its provisions.  Additionally, the Government reserves the right to conduct communications and negotiations with any individual competing offeror, or all competing offerors, as the situation warrants.

M.2  General Evaluation Factors 

M.2.1
General Technical Criteria

The evaluation of the technical proposals will utilize the following general criteria: 

Approach - The degree to which the technical approach described for implementing the requirements is logical, valid, feasible and achievable.

Understanding - The degree to which the technical approach demonstrates comprehension of the complexity of the requirements and the necessary resources to implement a successful program.

Substantiation - The degree to which the quality and thoroughness of the information provided supports the technical approach selected and the degree to which the technical information is substantiated.

M.2.2
Cost and/or Price

While the evaluated price to the Government is a substantial area to be taken into consideration in the overall integrated assessment of offers, the non-cost factors collectively are of greater importance.  The Government may select other than the lowest priced, acceptable offer if it is determined that the additional capability offered is worth the additional price in relation to other acceptable offers.  However, the Government may not make an award at a significantly higher overall cost to achieve only slightly superior capability.

Offerors are also advised that the Government reserves the right to consider all sources of available information, in addition to the offeror’s proposal, in determining whether an offeror will be able to perform the contract successfully.  This is particularly significant when assessing whether an offeror is a responsible contractor in accordance with the stipulations contained in section L.9, “Responsible, Prospective Contractor”.

M.2.3
Risk Assessment


The Government will identify and assess risks in each proposal.  Risk assessments are the Government’s estimates as to the offeror’s ability to perform the contract successfully.  Risk assessments may be associated with technical performance, price, and other aspects of proposed support within each of the evaluation factors. 

M.3
proposal evaluation and assessment criteria

M.3.1
Volume 1 - Technical Proposal

The Technical proposal will be numerically scored, except for the Past Performance (Contracts Listing) section, which will be scored as acceptable or unacceptable.  For the Essay section, the offeror will be evaluated on the breath and scope that the essay reflects an understanding of AST’s regulatory responsibilities as well as insight into the analytical methods and technical issues involved.  The essay will be scored with a maximum of 100 points possible.  The Staffing List and Resumes section will also be scored with a maximum of 100 points possible, based on the extent to which proposed personnel will facilitate effective performance of the requirements.  This will include whether the proposed key personnel meet or exceed contract requirements, and the offeror can provide, obtain, retain, or subcontract for the personnel necessary to accomplish solicitation requirements.  The proposed Staffing List and Resumes will be individually scored and consolidated with the Essay score for an overall technical numerical score.

The specific evaluation factors for the essay portion of the Technical Proposal require that the offeror …

I. Demonstrates knowledge and understanding of public safety risk and mitigation issues in commercial space operations.  

II. Demonstrates knowledge and understanding of rules, regulations, orders, and treaties relevant to commercial space operations and the AST mission.  

III. Demonstrates knowledge of licensing and compliance procedures relevant to commercial space operations and the AST mission.  

These evaluation factors are listed in declining order of importance for weighting purpose.  (e.g. Factor I is more important than Factor II and Factor II is more important than Factor III). 

An evaluation of offeror's past performance will assess the experience of the offeror from the listing of relevant contracts offered.  Technical experience from similar contracts, ability to meet schedule and cost restraints, achieve program objectives, and deliver quality products will be considered in the acceptability determination.  Past performance will be scored as either “acceptable” or “unacceptable”.  The offeror must score an “acceptable” to continue to be eligible for contract award.

M.3.2
Volume 2 - Offer and Price Proposal

Part A of the Offer and Price Proposal, “Offer and Other Documents”, consists of administrative documentation which will be checked for completeness and accuracy, and as such, is a necessary qualification to maintain eligibility for award.

Part B, “Price Proposal”, documentation will also be reviewed for completeness and accuracy to maintain offeror award eligibility.  In addition, the price proposed will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

a. Reasonableness – acceptability of the cost estimating methodology, review of rationale, and supporting data of proposed costs; and

b. Realism – compatibility of the cost, scope of work, traceability of the estimate, and assessment of the level of confidence and reliability in the estimating methodologies employed by the offeror and whether these produce realistic proposed costs based upon Government requirements and contractor proposed performance.

Volume 2 will not be numerically scored.

