PROJECT: Automated Weather Observing System (AWOS) Data Acquisition System (ADAS).

Point Of Contact: Booker Phiffer, (609) 485-4151

Description of Requirement: The ADAS is a key component of the FAA’s National Airspace System (NAS).  There are 22 ADAS systems, one at each Air Route Traffic Control Center (ARTCC), commissioned to relay weather data from over 700 airport weather sensor sites.  ADAS gathers Meteorological Aviation Report (MEETAR) and AWOS formatted weather reports from aviation weather sensors strategically located at airports throughout the United States.  Each Air Route Traffic Control Center (ARTCC) has an ADAS able to serve up to 137 weather sensor sites and capable of communicating via satellite with the National Lightning Detection Network (NLDN).  In addition to weather dissemination, ADAS receives processes and disseminates lighting strike data from the NLDN.  ADAS processes the strike data received from the NLDN to determine the position of each lightning strike relative to airports served by weather sensor sites.  The sites, in turn, disseminate lighting strike information over automated voice radio frequencies, voice telephone lines, and as remarks appended to alphanumeric METAR messages.

The main objective is for support in maintaining the Automated Weather Observing System (AWOS) Data Acquisition System (ADAS).  This effort requires the professional services necessary to maintain the systems baseline software, hardware and documentation as well as to integrate system enhancements.

Purpose of Announcement:  In accordance with the FAA Acquisition Management System (FAAAMS) paragraph 3.2.2.4, the purpose of this announcement is to inform industry of the basis of the FAA’s decision to contract with a selected source via single source procedures.

The FAA William J. Hughes Technical Center intends to award a single contract to DME, Corporation., Orlando, Fl to support the Automated Weather Observing System (AWOS) Data Acquisition System (ADAS).  This is based on them being the Prime Contractor who added the Lightning detection features to the ADAS system.  They were involved in pre-commissioning site support and have been involved in field support ever since the first ASAS was commissioned in October 1996.  Consequently,  DME, Corporation has the knowledge and capabilities to efficiently support as required by this procurement.

A competitive solicitation is not available for this procurement.  If your firm does not agree with this single source determination, please provide evidence of your firm’s capabilities and experience in providing the above service, the FAA will evaluate this accordingly.  All responses to this announcement must be directed to Booker Phiffer not later than 12 noon, Eastern Standard Time, June 21, 2000.  The appropriate mailing address is FAA, William J. Hughes Technical Center, Atlantic City International Airport, New Jersey 08405 (Attn: B. Phiffer, ACT-51A).  Responses may also be sent via fax to (609) 485-4088 to B. Phiffer. 

