QVL Vendors

April 30, 2001

Subject: Additional Qualified Vendors List (QVL) information

The following information is provided for your information.  

Duration of the QVL:  The QVL shall remain in place for a period of five years or until the completion of the Avionics Technology Development program for Increasing System Efficiency, Pilot Situational Awareness and Safety in the National Airspace.

A Brief Explanation of the award process for procurements once the QVL has been established, including any method for eliminating firms from the QVL for repeatedly failing to respond to SIRs: For FY 01 the FAA anticipates that contracts shall be awarded to all QVL participants submitting a responsive, responsible offer to the SIR containing the requirements.  Subsequent year awards shall be dictated by the requirements of the Op Evals and funding requirements.  Vendors not responding to two consecutive SIRs shall be removed from the QVL.  Vendors shall be advised of the potential for removal after failing to respond to one SIR.

Method for selecting vendors to compete for a specific requirement once the QVL is established:  Vendors submitting a responsive, responsible offer shall be awarded a contract under the FY01 requirement.  Future awards shall be determined competitively using technical criteria and cost reasonableness as determining factors.

Method for updating the QVL, including any method for requiring vendors to re-qualify for the QVL.  Vendors seeking to be added to the QVL shall submit the following information: 

1. The manufacturer's experience and expertise in each of the nine specific categories identified above; 

2. An outline of how the manufacturer would propose to integrate all its experience and expertise into producing a complete ADS-B and flight information services system(s), which may be installed on government-specified and furnished air transport or high end general aviation aircraft participating in OPEVAL 3 at Memphis, TN; 

3. The manufacturer's assessment of needed standards, both national and international, and related FAA certification actions needed to enable worldwide use of production avionics; 

4. Other supplemental information that would be helpful in making a determination concerning the manufacturer's suitability for inclusion in the QVL; and 

5. As an option, the corporate commitment information described above. 

The vendor submissions shall be evaluated using the following evaluation criteria:

1. Manufacturer competency, experience and past performance in each of the nine specific categories identified above; 

2. The credibility and issue awareness evidenced in the outline of how the manufacturer would propose to meet the extremely demanding schedules for the delivery and integration of avionics for OPEVAL 3; and 

3. Depth of understanding of the critical issues related to the certification of complex avionics. 

Vendors added to the QVL may compete for any requirement not yet closed.

Method for canceling the QVL.  The QVL shall be cancelled at the end of five years or termination of the program whichever comes first.  An internet announcement shall be listed indicating the termination of the QVL.

Geographical area limitations.  There are no geographical area limitations.

