PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT:  REQUEST FOR INFORMATION (RFI)

PROGRAM TITLE:  AIRPORT CONFIGURATION DATA

POINTS OF CONTACT:  

Donna Powers, Contracting Officer, ASU-350, 202-220-3338

George White, Contracting Officer’s Technical Representative, AOZ-400

All written correspondence must be received at the following address no later than 2:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time on October 12, 1999.


Donna Powers, ASU-350

            Federal Aviation Administration

1500 K Street NW, Suite 500

            Washington, DC 20005

PURPOSE OF ANNOUNCEMENT:

This announcement is a Request for Information (RFI).  THIS ANNOUNCEMENT IS NOT A SCREENING INFORMATION REQUEST (SIR) OR REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) of any kind and is not intended to guarantee procurement of these services.  Further, the FAA is not seeking or accepting unsolicited proposals. 

DESCRIPTION:

The FAA has a requirement for near-real-time airport configuration data consisting of the following information:

1. Active runways, including an indication of which are used for approach and which for departure.

2. The type of approach used for each approach runway

3. Remarks about anything that affects the safety or capacity of an airport, e.g. whether land and hold short operations are in effect.

The FAA will require that the information be provided via electronic means to the Air Traffic Control System Command Center (ATCSCC) and the Volpe National Transportation System Center (VNTSC).  Further, near-real-time updates are to be provided as airport configuration changes occur.

OBJECTIVE:

The objective of this RFI is to provide industry with a copy of the proposed draft SOW for industry’s review and comment.  The FAA desires information on the availability of airport configuration and other NAS status information in electronic format, and the mechanism for data delivery, including formats & protocols, to the FAA.  RFI responses should identify the source of the data, the airports for which data is available, address security and connectivity to the FAA, and potential alternatives for displaying the data via existing FAA Wide Area Networks (WANs).  

While this RFI is primarily focused on airport configuration data, contractors are encouraged to identify any other data elements from Table 1 of the SOW which may also be available, and describe how it could be provided to the FAA.  Contractors with the ability to provide other desired NAS data from Table 1, in addition to airport configuration, may be more favorably evaluated if a procurement does occur.  

It is requested that all firms interested in competing for this requirement respond by submitting a letter of interest (with appropriate points of contact and the names of any proposed subcontractors or teaming arrangements) to Ms. Donna Powers at the above-mentioned address.   

All responses to this RFI will be properly secured and protected by the FAA.  Responses are to be limited to 20 pages (10 font or greater) including any block diagrams or graphics.  

All interested parties are advised that the FAA will not pay for any information or any administrative costs incurred that are associated with any response received from industry in response to this RFI announcement.   Therefore, any costs associated with RFI submissions will be solely at the interested party’s expense.

SCHEDULE:

The FAA is requesting written comments and/or letters of interest to this RFI by

October 12, 1999.  PLEASE NOTE THAT ORAL RESPONSES ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE.  

ADDITIONAL RELEVANT INFORMATION:

The FAA will review all written comments received regarding the SOW and, as appropriate, consider the comments for incorporation into the final SOW.  The FAA does not intend to open either written or oral discussions regarding the information received as a result of the RFI.  

All interest letters will be included on a bidder’s list and the company will be ensured notification regarding release of future public announcements related to this requirement.  

COMPANY’S POINTS-OF-CONTACT:

For informational purposes, responders should include a company point-of-contact(s) with phone number(s), facsimile number(s), e-mail addresses (if available) and mail address. 
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1.0
Introduction & Background
This effort requires a Contractor to provide near-real-time airport configuration data to the FAA Free Flight Phase 1 (FFP1) program office. FFP1 has the requirement to acquire and disseminate to FAA and airline traffic managers the following 10 NAS status information (NASSI) data elements.
· Airport Status

· Runway visual range (RVR)

· Planned and actual pushback times

· Airport configuration

· Departure delays

· Airport acceptance rates (AARs)

· Ground Delay Program

· Projected demand

· Projected capacity

· Airspace Status

· Special Use Airspace(SUA)schedules through SUA Airspace Management System (SAMS)

· Miles in trail (MIT) restrictions in effect

· Arrival delay advisory

· Severe Weather Avoidance Program (SWAP) route status

The 10 NASSI data elements for FFP1 were taken from a more comprehensive listing of NAS status information desired by airlines as determined by the CDM working group.  Refer to Table 1 for the comprehensive listing in priority order.
2.0
Scope 

This SOW addresses the requirement for airport configuration data, however, the FAA is also interested in learning any contractor capabilities for providing any of the other data elements from Table 1.   

Table 1:  Desired NASSI Data Elements

1. Airborne Icing (Known & Forecast)

2. Turbulence (Known & Forecasts)

3. Runway Visual Range (RVR )

4. Special Use Airspace (SUA) status

5. Convective activity NowCast - Enroute

6. Severe Weather Avoidance plans

7. Ground Icing Conditions & Forecast

8. Low level wind shear     

9. Convective activity – Terminal (e.g. Integrated Terminal Weather System, Terminal Doppler Weather Radar (ITWS/TDWR))

10. Forecast airborne holding times

11. Rerouting due to traffic 

12. Flight Plan Remarks data 

13. Braking action 

14. Notice to Airmen (NOTAM) Military

15. Center TRACON Automation System (CTAS) data 

16. Departure delays    

17. Airport demand vs. capacity   

18. Metering at arrival fix  

19. Sector/Center constraints

20. Runway contamination

21. Airline arrival prioritization   

22. Expect Further Clearance (EFC) data  

23. Field condition reports  

24. Miles-in-trail 

25. Airline departure prioritization  

26. NOTAM - Local

27. Active departure runway  

28. Digital Automatic Terminal Information Service (D-ATIS)

29. NOTAM International

30. Sector loading 

31. Reported lightning  

32. Active arrival runway    

33. National Airspace System (NAS) outages    

34. NOTAMS- National Flight Data Center

35. Surface Movement Advisor (SMA) data  

36. Air Traffic Control (ATC) advisories 

37. NOTAM Distant   

38. Flights changing to emergency transponder codes 

39. Global Positioning System (GPS) data  

40. "New Age" flight plans

41. Loading of oceanic tracks

42. Noise data

43. Flights Changing Emergency Transponder Codes

44. Runway and Taxiway Maintenance

45. Aircraft capabilities    

3.0
Requirements 

3.1
Airport Configuration Data 

The contractor shall provide near-real-time airport configuration data to include, at a minimum: 

1. Active runways, including an indication of which are used for approach and which for departure.

2. The type of approach used for each approach runway

3. Remarks about anything that affects the safety or capacity of an airport, e.g. whether land and hold short operations are in effect.
The data shall be provided to the FAA Air Traffic Control Command Center (ATCSCC) and Volpe National Transportation System Center (VNTSC) in an electronic format.  Near-real-time updates are to be provided as airport configuration changes occur.

3.2
Data Availability 

The Contractor shall provide the data 24 hours per day, 7 days per week, with an inherent availability of 0.999. Inherent availability is defined as:




Mean Time Between Failure (MTBF)


Ai  =  
MTBF + Mean Time to Repair (MTTR)

3.3
Impact on FAA Air Traffic (AT) and Airway Facilities (AF) Personnel
The Contractor shall not require any changes to FAA Air Traffic procedures in order to provide the desired data.  In addition, the contractor shall be responsible for the complete operation and maintenance of any hardware and software used to provide the data to the FAA.  The assistance of AF personnel will not be required. 
3.4
Program Management 

The contractor shall efficiently and effectively manage the performance under this contract.  The contractor shall prepare a program management plan which explains the technical approach for providing the desired data, and provides a milestone schedule for its accomplishment.  The contractor shall keep the FFP1 program office informed of any potential problems and make recommendations for solutions. 
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