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THE NEXT GENERATION AIR/GROUND COMMUNICATION (NEXCOM)

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION (RFI) #1a (September 1, 1999)
This announcement is an addendum to the June 25, 1999 request for information (RFI), but also updates information provided in the 4/16/99 RFI/Market Survey.  This announcement is NEITHER A SCREENING INFORMATION REQUEST (SIR) NOR A REQUEST FOR OFFER (RFO) of any kind.  Further, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is neither seeking nor accepting unsolicited proposals.

All interested parties are advised that the FAA will NOT pay for any information or any costs incurred that are associated with any response received from industry in response to this RFI announcement.  Therefore, any costs associated with RFI submissions will be solely at the interested party’s expense.  

Purpose:  This announcement provides:

1. An update on the current acquisition strategy.

2. The framework for one-on-one meetings between the NEXCOM Product Team and interested parties.

3. The requirements and procedures for requesting selected NEXCOM Product Team members as an audience for site visits at vendor facilities during the pre-source selection phase of the program.  (These visits will be subject to personnel availability and funding resources.)

Background:   On April 16, 1999 an announcement made available the Next Generation Air/Ground Communication (NEXCOM) Program Acquisition Information for Offerors.  The FAA qualified the information as being “draft planning information subject to change up until the point where the final SIR/RFO is issued”.  As the announcement stated, an RFI was scheduled to be released in June 1999 that would contain specifics about the currently envisioned configuration of NEXCOM via draft documents to include:  the system requirements document (SRD), the radio specification and the radio/radio interface unit (RIU) interface document.  That RFI was released on June 26, 1999.  Interested vendors were given two weeks to review and provide comments on those draft documents.   The FAA is finishing its review of all comments submitted and is updating these draft documents, as applicable.

Subsequent to the April 16 announcement, the NEXCOM Product Team has been engaged in extensive dialogues as to the direction of the NEXCOM program in the next several years, based on budgetary issues.  This has culminated in a change to the acquisition strategy presented in the April announcement.  The revised acquisition strategy for the Multimode Radio Procurement that was approved on August 23, 1999 by FAA management, is outlined in attachment (1).

Procedure for RFI#1a:  The focus of this RFI addendum is primarily to provide industry with the latest revised acquisition information prior to RFI #2 in late September.  However, to continue to facilitate the information flow and ensure coverage of issues relevant to industry, the FAA encourages interested parties to forward questions, comments and/or suggestions to the NEXCOM Product Team.  

Attachments:  RFI #1a consists of the following:

Attachment 1 – Updated Acquisition Information to Offerors (acqinfo2.doc):  This attachment addresses a summary of the current acquisition strategy for the NEXCOM program.

Attachment 2 -  Framework for FAA NEXCOM PT/Industry One-On-One Sessions (1on1s5.doc):  This attachment provides the framework (i.e., available timeframe, location, participants, duration, format, and outcomes) by which industry can meet with key FAA NEXCOM Product Team members for face-to-face meetings.

Attachment 3 – Framework for FAA NEXCOM Visits to Industry Facilities (sitevis4.doc):  This attachment provides a discussion of the framework for FAA NEXCOM Product Team visits to industry facilities during the RFI/draft SIR/RFO process.  Any trips of this nature would occur only if there is available time and funding to accommodate such visits.  

Communication with Industry:  In order to obtain the best product for the FAA, the NEXCOM Product Team will maintain an ongoing dialogue with industry.  However, to ensure that all interested parties are treated fairly and equally, all communication should be channeled through the Contracting Officer from this point forward.  Please be advised that all communication is coordinated with the Contracting Officer to ensure that all communication is consistently conveyed to industry.
Instructions for Industry Questions/Comments/Suggestions:  Interested parties are encouraged to review all attachments.  All submissions/responses shall be properly secured and protected by the FAA.  All proprietary information must be so marked.  All submissions must be in writing and in English.

To ensure full consideration by the FAA, responses to this RFI should be submitted No Later Than 4:00 P.M. EST on  September 15, 1999 to the following e-mail address: : Jim.blades@faa.gov.  All submissions must be followed-up immediately by a hard copy to the following address: 

Federal Aviation Administration

Attn: James R. Blades (Contracting Officer), ASU-310

Federal Aviation Administration

800 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, DC  20571

Contact Point:  Should you have any questions concerning this RFI#1a announcement, please contact James R. Blades, Contracting Officer, at 202-493-4785 (Jim.blades@faa.gov).

