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I expect a big year for the Next Generation Air/Ground Voice Communication program within the FAA. The VDL-3 SARPS should be presented at the ICAO meeting in Montreal, Canada, in March 2000. To continue our open dialog with industry we have opened a new and informative NEXCOM Website, will continue our participation in RTCA working groups, and will pursue further FAA- Industry interaction later in the year. 

Thank you for your consistent support in the past RFIs.  As everyone requested in RFI#4, to continue Industry/FAA transfer of information, we are now providing RFI#4a for additional comments.  RFI#4a will provide you with the latest updates to the Multimode Digital Radio (MDR) Subsystem Specification and the Radio Interface Unit (RIU) to MDR Interface Control Document.  These documents were modified based on industry and FAA inputs received from RFI #4 issued in December 1999.  The Product Team has a goal of producing a Draft Screening Information Request (SIR) on March 31, 2000.  It is important that we receive any additional comments from industry by March 14, 2000 so they can be evaluated and incorporated into the subsequent documents.

Industry input is needed on the new tables which specify monitor and control parameters in the specification.  The FAA is especially interested in knowing the feasibility of the proposed parameters and the magnitude of cost to incorporate these parameters.  The parameters shown are those which represent the agencies long-term goal for remote certification.  Alternative values and methodology to incorporate remote certification would be appreciated. 

In RFI #4 the FAA laid out the criteria for the Operational Capability Demonstrations (OCD) that are scheduled to start the week of July 5, 2000.  Based on an evaluation of the comments received from industry these criteria will be incorporated into Sections L and M of the proposed MDR contract solicitation.  It is required that prospective offerors provide the NEXCOM Contracting Officer with the prioritized dates (1st, 2nd, and 3rd choice) and location for the conduct of this one-day prescreening effort by April 28, 2000 if they are to participate.  The FAA will notify all prospective offerors of their OCD dates by May 12, 2000. The criteria and checklist published with RFI #4 are attached for easy reference.

I am looking forward to reviewing your responses.

Sincerely,

Michael Shveda

AND-360, Product Team Lead

Air Ground Voice Communications Product Team
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