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March 31, 2000

Notes from the Product Team Lead:

We continue to make progress on  the Next Generation Air/Ground Voice Communication program. The VDL-3 SARPS have been presented and recommended for approval at the ICAO meeting in Montreal, Canada, 3/22-3/31, 2000. 

To continue our open dialog with industry we have opened a new and informative NEXCOM Website at the address http:/www.FAA.gov/AND/AND300/AND360. We will continue our participation in RTCA working groups.  We will also pursue further FAA- Industry interaction as outlined in this RFI  to include holding another set of  one-on-one meetings with interested vendors.  

I want to again thank you for your consistent support in the past RFIs.  In response to RFI#4 industry requested that we continue our form of Industry/FAA transfer of information. In this light we are now providing RFI#5 for additional comments.  RFI#5 includes the first drafts of Screening Information Request (SIR) sections B, C, and J.  Section J contains the latest updates to the Multimode Digital Radio (MDR) Subsystem Specification and the Radio Interface Unit (RIU) to MDR Interface Control Document as well as the first drafts of the Operational Capabilities Test (OCT) Plan, the Statement of Work, and Work Breakdown Structure. Where applicable and appropriate comments, to RFIs 1-4a were incorporated in the MDR specification and the RIU-MDR ICD. Additional comments received on RFI 4a will be incorporated into the final draft of the specification and ICD. This is planned to be released as part of the next draft SIR on May 31, 2000. 

Industry input is requested on the Contract Line Item Number (CLIN) structure, the Statement of Work, the OCT plan, and the changes to the Specification and the ICD.  In reviewing the CLIN structure, the FAA would appreciate your comments on whether the quantities requested are representative of the most economical quantities. The FAA is especially interested in knowing which requirements from the specification, ICD, OCT test cases and OCT procedures present the most challenge.  Additionally, your comments are specifically desired on the new attachments to the MDR specification for security and the antenna transfer relay. Please note that the OCT schedule and the FAA test bed development have not been impacted by any budget cuts. 

The FAA is interested in supporting the “Software Communications Architecture” developed by the Department of Defense for the Joint Tactical Radio System (JTRS) as a means of ensuring commonality between Government radio systems and to reduce the 

costs of the NEXCOM procurement.  The JTRS documentation can be found on their website: http:\\www.jtrs.sarda.army.mil.  Your comments would be appreciated on this approach and any associated impacts.

To facilitate interoperability at the OCT, the FAA will provide to vendors that have passed OCD a copy of the NEXCOM RIU-MDR Reference Simulator.  A description of the simulator is included in the RFI.

I am looking forward to reviewing your responses.

Sincerely,

Michael Shveda

AND-360, Product Team Lead

Air Ground Voice Communications Product Team
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