
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has a requirement to acquire approximately one hundred thirty (130) Runway Visual Range (RVR) systems.  Informal industry discussions indicate that multiple sources of commercial products may be available to meet FAA RVR requirements.  This market survey shall serve as a means of gaining awareness of industry capabilities and is issued to determine what commercial products already exist that meet or exceed RVR functional requirements.  

Teledyne Controls, Inc. currently produces the Next Generation RVR system.  Components of this system are obsolete and a new procurement is needed to satisfy new/unfilled airport requirements. No operational requirements have or will be changed and no research and development is envisioned for this procurement.  Attached to this survey request are technical questions from the RVR Integrated Product Team.  The contract specification for the Teledyne RVR system and select portions of the “DRAFT” RVR Requirements Document may be found at www.faa.gov/and/AND700/and740/programs/RVR.cfm.

Interested industry sources must submit responses that demonstrate their RVR systems/sensors satisfy the functional requirements of the RVR system specification.  Integrator/Team responses are welcome.  Three copies are requested.  The following technical information shall be provided: 

1. Technical data, as appropriate, to demonstrate that available commercial products meet or exceed the RVR specification; fifteen (15) page limit

2. Vendor corporate history, relevant contract experience that demonstrate ability to produce RVR products; five (5) page limit

3. Answers to attached Technical Questions; no page limit

4. Comments on the current RVR Systems Specification and the partial DRAFT RVR Functional Specification found at the FAA RVR website; no page limit

Prospective VS and ALS vendors responding to this Market Survey may schedule a demonstration of their sensors capabilities with the FAA during the fall of 2001.  The FAA will work with vendors to refine the draft requirements and specifications and then proceed with a three-phase Type Certification/procurement process.  Phases I and II will be conducted in partnership with industry to develop multiple Type Certified sources of RVR equipment.  The Phase I objective is to Type Certify VS and ALS equipment including certification for CAT I and/or CAT II, III conditions (Spring of 2002).  Phase II objective is to achieve core "system-level" Type Certification (Fall 2002).  For Phase II, a system is defined as three VSs, one ALS, one RLIM, one DPU, and applicable software and the VSs and ALSs must have been Type Certified during phase I.  Phase II Type Certification will allow qualification for use at non-fed airports and will pre-qualify the core system/components for Phase III.  The objective of Phase III is to compete and award a contract for production RVR systems (Spring 2003) using the sources/systems developed in partnership with industry during Phase II. After award, a National Airspace Systems (NAS) Type Certification of the end-state system including all interfaces will be conducted.  

All submissions received by the FAA will be treated as Proprietary Information unless otherwise requested by the individual submitter. Interested parties are requested to submit responses to this Market Survey by 4:00 p.m. October 26, 2001 to: 

Federal Aviation Administration, Attn: Ms. Vicki Gordon, ASU-310, 800 Independence Avenue, SW Washington, DC 20591 

Electronic or telephonic responses will not be accepted. 

This announcement is not a request for proposals. The FAA is not seeking or accepting unsolicited proposals. The FAA shall not be liable for any costs associated with the preparation of responses to this request for information, nor reimburse or otherwise pay any costs incurred by any party responding. 

The FAA will continue to keep industry informed of the progress of the RVR acquisition through publication of future announcements.
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Vendor technical questions from the RVR Integrated Product Team.
9/28/01

