Screening Information Request

Public Announcement

This public announcement is issued in accordance with Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Acquisition Management System (AMS) section 3.2.1.3.12.

Under the authority of AMS 3.2.2.4, the FAA intends to award a follow-on contract to Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory for data link analysis and test evaluation support for the Safe Flight 21 operational evaluation. 

APL is the main point of contact for the collection and distribution of ADS-B avionic and candidate link data, and receives, processes and archives the data that will be the basis for the evaluation of the three links that the FAA is evaluating to make a decision for future applications.  APL will perform independent bench tests on UAT, VDLM4 and 1090 receivers to validate the ADS-B link evaluation models in their unique laboratory environment.  

Over the course of their participation, APL has acquired resident knowledge that is essential to the continuation of the effort. APL has gained significant ADS-B link specific knowledge through the interaction of participating in the RTCA SF21 Link Evaluation Team (LET).  APL has developed unique test tools and models to validate data during prior operations evaluations and has an in-depth understanding of the attributes of the three candidate links.  This knowledge is crucial to the development of the ADS-B link models, which is necessary for the completion of SF21 programmatic milestones. Based on the APL ADS-B link knowledge, they are uniquely qualified to manage the three-link model generation and validation.

APL was originally selected because of its extensive experience in data link evaluations, as well as its experience with GPS and augmentation technology such as the FAA Wide Area Augmentation System (WAAS) and Local Area Augmentation System (LAAS).  APL is also involved with the Technical/Certification Sub-Group set up by the Safe Flight 21 Steering Committee to provide independent technical experience required to perform the task of assessing the three data links relative to automatic dependent surveillance – broadcast derived from the GPS constellation.

Another contractor would require significant time and effort to gain the intrinsic, detailed knowledge required to effectively contribute to the SF21 operational evaluation.  This delay to the evaluation would create an undue expense and would be a detriment to the ongoing effort to develop and certify applications that will contribute to the safety of the flying public. 

All interested vendors must submit a 2-3 page Statement of Capability describing how the vendor’s corporate capabilities and applicable experience are pertinent to the FAA’s requirement and would qualify the vendor to perform the requirement listed in this announcement.  This statement of capability must be delivered to the FAA Contracting Officer no later than 2:00 p.m. January 25, 2000.  The description should be succinct and must include a) corporate capabilities and b) vendor’s ability to effectively analyze, test, and perform the tasks identified above without disruption to the Safe Flight 21 program operational validation program.    Statements of Capability should be addressed to Rita McNair, ASU-310, Room 335, Federal Aviation Administration, 800 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C., 20591.  The FAA will not be responsible for costs incurred in responding to this announcement.  

