In accordance with paragraph 3.2.2.4 of the FAA Acquisition Management System, the purpose of this announcement is to inform industry that the Federal Aviation Administration plans to award a contract on a single source basis to SABRE Group, Inc., for an eight (8) month period.  This contract will provide consulting services and tools that will model aspects of the Global Analysis and Information Network (GAIN) concept, including de-identified information about some U.S. domestic airline operational events gathered from various sources. 





The software tools provided by The SABRE Group, Inc., are the only known source of event tracking capability that is configured to include modified (de-identified) U.S. domestic airline events in combination with flexible digital flight data analytical capability, which will provide an excellent means to demonstrate the safety and economic benefits of system monitoring of flight operations activities, which is a key element of the Global Analysis and Information Network (GAIN) concept.  





The SABRE Group, Inc., proprietary product, AIRSAFE is described as ‘A SAFETY AND RISK EVENT MANAGEMENT SOLUTION’.  This data analysis tool will be installed in the FAA’s National Aviation Safety Data Analysis Center (NASDAC).  Based on event history reporting, AIRSAFE will identify underlying event causes and trends so that the FAA can develop solutions to minimize event severity and occurrence.  This capability will enable FAA system safety analysts and other NASDAC users to integrate existing NASDAC database information with the new technology of reading and interpreting digital Flight Data Recorder (FDR) information.  The integration of FDR information with voluntary event reports is a fundamental step that will support safety precursor event identification, which is so essential to developing truly effective safety monitoring. 





This resultant system will support the Office of System Safety (ASY) in its role as a sponsor of research to develop system safety measures and metrics and as the provider of NASDAC decision support capability.  It could also become the centerpiece of ASY’s activities to fulfill the White House (Gore) Commission’s recommendation 1.8.3 on safety data standards and integration. 





The FAA believes this unique data will provide the opportunity to analyze previously unavailable safety data to ascertain its value in identifying emerging safety concerns as a demonstration project for the GAIN concept. The GAIN is an analysis and information-sharing concept that is intended to identify emerging safety concerns and disseminate significant safety information to the aviation community worldwide.  The GAIN concept links data sources, such as voluntary disclosure reporting, incident reporting, digital flight data, and air traffic control (ATC) radar data with analytical methods such as qualitative risk assessment, data mining, data visualization, and statistical methods. 





SABRE Group, Inc. has the unique capability to provide this data information to the FAA.








