                         The Federal Aviation Administration intends to award a single source contract in 

accordance with FAA AMS 3.2.2.4.1.2 to Zeta Associates to complete 

validation of the GPS L5 signal coexistence. The period of performance for the planned Zeta contract is for one-year, December 1, 2000 through December 31, 2001 with a 12-month option. It has been determined that it is in the best interest of the Government to acquire these services from the contractor on a single source basis for the following reasons: 

· Zeta Associates has been a major contributor to L5 compatibility analyses that have been conducted by ad hoc working groups of the Interagency GPS Executive Board (IGEB) since these groups were formed in February 1999.

· Zeta Associates has unique experience in testing the performance of pulse-blanking GPS receivers in the presence of pulsed interference with characteristics anticipated at or near the L5 frequency (1176.45 MHz).

· Zeta Associates has the necessary test equipment and qualified staff to complete this proposed effort within the estimated period of performance.
The efforts required in the planned contract include: hardware development, software development, integration, test and evaluation, and support (Time and Labor, Management, Quality Assurance, etc.).  These vital tasks require an understanding of L5 signal characteristics and performance requirements, ability to develop a GPS receiver and signal simulator test instrumentation, experience in performing detailed test and evaluation of high fidelity GPS instrumentation, capability to analyze test and operational data to verify performance on critical functionality and practical implications for implementation of the design requirements, a thorough knowledge and understanding of both the civil and DoD requirements associated with generation of the L5 signal in space, and an existence of a strong connection, identification and confidence of the GPS community, particularly the Interagency GPS Executive Board IGEB.  

All materials marked with appropriate restrictive legends received by the FAA will be treated as Proprietary Information. 

Interested parties are requested to submit responses to this RFI totaling no more than 30 pages, by 4:00 p.m. November 20, 2000 to:

Federal Aviation Administration

Attn: Ms. Susan D. Eicher, ASU-310 

800 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 20591

Electronic or telephonic responses will not be accepted.

This announcement is not a request for proposals.  The FAA is not seeking or accepting unsolicited proposals.  The FAA shall not be liable for any costs associated with the preparation of responses to this request for information, nor reimburse or otherwise pay any cost incurred by any party responding.  

