The responses are provided in bold type.

1.  Refer to SAWS SIR Paragraph M.6, Small Business and Small Disadvantage Business Subcontracting Plan.  This paragraph indicates that small businesses are not required to submit the plan.  Please amend the SIR to define a small business for this procurement, including the SIC Code.  (a).  Please refer to the FAA’s Acquisition Management System (AMS) Clause 3.6.1, “Small Business Utilization Program” for the definition of a small business for this procurement, and (b). The SIC Code for this effort is 3823.

2.  Refer to SAWS SIR Section F, Deliveries or Performance.  Please provide additional clarification concerning the Period of Delivery/Performance for CLIN 1B.  When does the Production Decision occur?  Is it after successful completion of First Article OT&E?   Yes, the production decision will be made after successful completion of the first article test and OT& E testing.  What does "Period of performance is 9 MACA or after production decision, which ever is later in time." mean?  MACA is an acronym for “months after contract award (MACA)”.

Does that mean the 1st Lot could be due as early as 9 months after 

contract award? Yes, this is correct.   Is the contractor supposed to start the build of the 1st Lot prior to the Production Decision?  This decision is left up to the contractor.  How much time will the Contractor be given to build the 1st Lot after the Production Decision is made?  This decision/schedule is left up to the contractor, provided it falls within the 9 month period allotted for production of Lot 1. 

Referring to the Period of performance for CLIN 1B 2nd Lot.  Does that 

mean the 2nd Lot is due 3 months after the 1st Lot?  This decision/schedule is left up to the contractor to propose.   If the Contractor proposes more than two lots, are the subsequent lots due once every 3 months?  This decision/schedule is left up to the contractor to propose.

3.  For scheduling purposes, can you please provide a projected contract award date.  The Projected contract award date is 3 - 4 months after receipt of the written proposals.   (The written proposal receipt date is Sept. 24, 1999).

4.  Refer to SAWS SIR Section 6.2, Executive Summary and Written Proposal Guide.  Please provide additional clarification concerning the organization of the written Technical Proposal.  Is the Executive Summary a part of the Written Technical Proposal or is it located in a separate volume. Refer to L.6.2.a   Is it included in the page count? Refer to L.6.2.a.   Should the major topics of the written Technical Proposal be organized in accordance with SAWS SIR Paragraph L6.2.1 or Paragraph L6.3?  Include L.6.2.1 and L.6.3.

5.  Refer to SAWS SIR Paragraph M.2.1, Written Proposal Evaluation.  This paragraph indicates that the written Technical Proposal consists of a written proposal and supporting documentation contained in appendices. 

Please define what information is supposed to be included in the appendices.  Any supporting documentation, manuals, test data, certifications, etc., required to support what you are proposing.  Are the appendices included in the page count? No   Please specifically address where the following topics should be incorporated into the written Technical Proposal: SIR Paragraph L6.4 (Exceptions and Deviations), SIR Paragraph L.6.5/CDRL QAP001 (Quality System Plan), SIR Paragraph M.5 (Past Performance Information), SIR Paragraph M.6 (Small Business Subcontracting Plan), CDRL LOG001 (Integrated Support Plan), CDRL TNG001 (Contractor's Proposal for Training).  

Please include details of these as appendices.

6  The specification requires expansion capability for at least two (2) future interfaces (SAWS System Specification, Section 3.3.2.1).  How are these expansion ports to be used - for additional sensors (two-way communication) or for displays (one way communication)?  

Please refer to figure 3.2 for a suggested application.
7.  Do we need two way communication between wind site and tower (i.e. do we have to be able to have a service connection from tower to sensor site)?  

Communications will be determined by the vendors proposed system configuration.  

8.  What kind of remote maintenance monitoring is required?  Through a switched modem line? What level of RMM capabilities does the FAA expect for the system?  Remote maintenance monitoring is left up to the vendor to determine and propose a solution based on the requirement provided in the specification and their proposed configuration.  

9.  Your July 16th FAA website posting changed SAWS Specification, Section 3.2.3, Table 3.1 Outdoors Minimal Environment Limits (part 1 of 2) from -70 degrees C to -40 degrees C.  Your July 20th website posting changed it back to -70 degrees C.  Can you please elaborate why the -70 degrees C is needed.  We believe the -70 degrees C requirement is a large cost driver and wonder if it can be relaxed to provide a more cost-effective solution.  There is no problem with providing a -40 degrees C solution.  

The –70 degrees C can be relaxed, but  –40 degrees C will not work for some of the sites where this system will be installed.

10.  The UHF Datalink requirement states the UHF transmitter be adjustable over the range of 0.1 to 1.0 watts.  Is it acceptable for the radio to be configured once for the site by hardware or software, or does it have to be adjustable with a control potentiometer or similar?

The transmitter needs to be adjustable at the site.  It is up to the vendor to determine how to meet this requirement.

11.  Are questions regarding the SIR, the SPECS, and the SOW

allowed and, if so, is there a deadline for their submission  to the FAA ? 

Questions are allowed.  Please send all questions to Mr. Joe Carey via email.  The FAA will accept questions until August 13, 1999.

12.  The "FAA Solicitation, Offer and Award Form" stated in Item 7 that the sealed offers should be received by the FAA no later than COB 5:00 PM on September 10, 1999.  Paragraph L.3 of the SIR indicates that the "written/cost proposal

shall be provided to the government by September 16, 1999.

 Would you please clarify these apparent conflicting submission dates?  The demonstration system is due at WTF Otis AFB, MA no later than 5:00 PM on September 10, 1999.  The written/cost proposal is due to the 800 Independence Avenue, SW Washington, DC no later than 5:00 PM on September 24, 1999.
13.  Do you plan to convene a bidders conference or similar meeting with potential bidders?  There are no plans to convene a bidders conference or similar meeting with potential bidders.

Also, I was unable to open the web pages (S, CDRLS2, and > CDRLS1) for SAWS that were listed on the following site: An updated posting has been provided, so the CDRLS and DIDs should be available for viewing by potential SAWS bidders.

