The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Technical Operations Communications, ATO-W has a requirement for new antenna tower installation and existing tower upgrades.  In accordance with the FAA Acquisition Management System (AMS) Section 3.2.1.2.1, this Screening Information Request (SIR) Request for Information (RFI) is released for the purpose of obtaining information to allow the FAA to:  identify qualified capable firms, make a programmatic affordability assessment, and develop its acquisition strategy.  

The Statement of Work requirements are as follows:  

The FAA requires that the contractor provide all personnel, material, and equipment for antenna support tower installation and upgrade requirements at FAA air traffic control (ATC) facilities. Antenna support tower installation and upgrades are expected to be performed in all 50 states, Guam, Samoa and the Caribbean.    

The work to be performed will ultimately be the property of the FAA.  These installations will be used in ATC functions and affect the safety of aircraft and flight, therefore, work of the highest quality is required.  

The FAA anticipates that it may require the installation of up to 50 new antenna support towers per year.  Material and installation requirements include, but are not limited to:

· Obtaining appropriate permits for pre/post construction activities, as appropriate,

· Soil and site analysis and preparation,

· Site drawings,

· Foundation placement,

· Procurement and placement of 20 to 140 foot antenna support towers, 

· Procurement and placement of 10’ to 60’ crank down antenna support poles,

· Procurement and placement of  antenna(s), cabling and conduit, specified by the FAA,

· Platform and ladder procurement and placement,  

· Shelter procurement and placement,

· Material disposal,

· Adherence to applicable FAA and OSHA standards outlined in this RFI,

· Test and verification of installed facilities per FAA guidelines.

The FAA also anticipates that it may require upgrades at up to 150 sites per year.  

Upgrade requirements include, but are not limited to:

· Removal of the following coaxial cables:

· All RG-17 cables,

· All RG-333 and RG-331 cables installed on or before 1990,

· All RG-214 and 3/8” cables located between building and tower, 

· Upon removal of the cables listed above, upgrade duct banks and install 3/4” and 7/8” heliax cables.

· Replace junction boxes, arrestors, cable supports, antenna supports and swing arms if found to be substandard.

· Correct any tower deficiencies, i.e., spalling concrete, safety rails, ladders, and lightning protection (except air terminals)
· Complete any electrical work required for the specific operation of the radios, i.e., lightning protection, TVSS units, and power to the rack 

All work to be performed and materials supplied for the tasks outlined above must meet or exceed the following specifications:    

· FAA-C-2621A, Design and Fabrication of Antenna Support Towers with Addendum,  (ATTACHED IN FULL TEXT) 

· FAA-C-1391b, Installation and Splicing of Underground Cables

· FAA-C-1217f, Electrical Work, Interior

· FAA-STD-002e, Facilities Engineering Drawing Preparation

· FAA-STD-019c, Lightning Protection, Grounding, Bonding and Shielding Requirements for Facilities

· FAA-STD-020b, Transient Protection, Grounding, Bonding and Shielding Requirements for Electronic Equipment

· EIA RS-195, latest edition

· EIA/TIA-222-F, latest edition

· ASTM A325, A572, American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM)

· National Electrical Code (NEC) [applicable sections only]

· NFPA 780, Standard for the Installation of Lightning Protection Systems

· American National Standards Institute (ANSI)

· American Concrete Institute, ACI 318-89, ACI-305, ACI-306 (or latest edition)

· OSHA 29 CFR 1910

· OSHA 29 CFR 1926

· Uniform Building Code 1994 (UBC)

In addition, all federal, state, and local building codes must be adhered to.

The FAA expects that for an offeror to be successful in the upcoming acquisition the offeror would have to demonstrate the following qualifications, experience, and resources as described below:

· Must be regularly engaged in the design and fabrication of antenna towers

· Must have been in continuous business for antenna tower products and services for at least the past three years

· Must have demonstrated successful production and maintenance of this equipment, and 

· Must have successfully managed a nationwide effort

The FAA also considers experience in installing equipment at FAA facilities to be highly desirable.  

As part of its market research, the FAA requests that qualified, capable vendors submit a capability statement that includes the following:

1. Past Performance/Technical Experience

The vendor will provide a list of the three (3) most recent prime contracts completed in the past five (5) years that are similar in size, complexity, and scope to the scope of work previously described.  Provide a list of all prime contracts currently in progress (dates awarded, started and anticipated completion dates) for similar types of installation and modification projects, listing in particular, work on other steel frame towers. 

Include the following information for five (5) prime contracts that are most similar to the FAA scope of work:

1) Name of contracting activity (for Federal or State Government)

2) Contract Number

3) Contract description

4) Total contract value

5) Contracting Officer name, address, and telephone number

6) Project Location

7) Client’s name and telephone number and two (2) references from the owners representative for each project

8) List of major subcontractors

2. Financial Capability

Firms shall include proof that they have sufficient financial resources/rating required to complete a national project of this magnitude.  The following information shall be provided:

1) Business Size with applicable NAIC codes

2) Licenses

3) Bonding capacity

4) Insurability

5) Line of Credit

The capability statement shall be limited to no more than 10 double-sided pages.

In addition, the vendor may submit, if available, company catalogs or brochures for the related products as described above and commercial/catalog prices. These documents do not count toward the capability statement page limitation.   

3. Company Estimate

To assist in the FAA affordability assessment, the FAA requests that vendors provide a bottom-line estimate for the work contained in the following hypothetical task:

Representative Antenna Support Tower Installation Task 

Assume installation will take place in Rifle, Colorado.  Procurement and installation requirements include:

1. Obtaining appropriate permits for pre/post construction activities, as appropriate,

2. Soil and site analysis and preparation,

3. Preparation of Site drawings,

4. Installation of grounding system,  

5. Procurement and placement of  50’ antenna support tower and pole, 

6. Placement of four 3’ x 3’ pads to support tower legs,

7. Placement of six American Products DPV-35  6’ dipole antennas furnished by the FAA, 

8. Placement of contractor procured cabling and conduit for six 6’ dipole antennas, 

9. Procurement and placement of a platform and ladder appropriate for one 50’ antenna support tower, 

10. Material disposal,

11. Test and verification of installed facilities per FAA guidelines

The estimate may be submitted separately from the capability statement and should be devoid of company markings.  The estimate does not count towards the capability statement page limit.  The price information obtained from this market research will assist in validating FAA budget requirements.  It is for Government-information use only and shall not be evaluated through this RFI or the subsequent Request for Offer.  

The FAA anticipates releasing a Screening Information Request –Request for Offer in the fourth quarter of this calendar year.  The acquisition will result in award of a single Indefinite Delivery Indefinite Quantity contract with a potential period of performance of five years based on a one- year basic and exercise of successive one-year options.  

The FAA anticipates conducting this acquisition as a small business set-aside.  A determination regarding the size standard or whether the resulting acquisition will be full and open competition will be based in part on the response to this Request for Information.   

Interested offerors must submit capability statements and associated documentation by 

July 23, 2004, in order to be considered for the subsequent acquisition.  Only those vendors who have replied to this announcement will be eligible to receive the SIR RFO.  
Submissions may be submitted electronically to rita.mcnair@faa.gov or in hard copy to the following address:

Federal Aviation Administration

Attn. Rita McNair, Room 409

800 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, DC  20591

The FAA will not provide reimbursement for costs associated with the preparation and submission of responses.  Further, the FAA is not seeking nor accepting unsolicited proposals in response to this RFI.

For additional information regarding the above, please contact the undersigned at rita.mcnair@faa.gov or Mr. Derek Hamilton at derek.hamilton@faa.gov. 
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