Public Announcement

The FAA/Security Equipment Integrated Product Team (SEIPT) plans to test Threat Image Projection (TIP) Ready X-Ray (TRX) equipment at William J. Hughes Technical Center (WJHTC), in preparation for procurement of TRX equipment in FY 99.   In order to participate in the competition, vendors are required to submit one (1) unit, free of charge, for testing at the WJHTC.  Vendors whose units successfully pass this initial screening will be invited to participate in the procurement by issuance of a Screening Information Request (SIR).  Units submitted for initial testing/screening must meet the requirements outlined in the attached file, that include, but are not limited to:

1. X-ray based technology that meets current FAA cabinet x-ray imaging and radiation requirements;

2. Ability to demonstrate Threat Image Projection Capability; TIP requirements are defined in the document “Functional Requirements for Threat Image Projection Systems on X-ray Machines”, dated August 1997, DOT/FAA/AR-97/67;

3. Hardware platform that can support Screener Assist capability without hardware retrofitting or upgrade;

4. Y2K compliance.

Overall, the FAA anticipates buying up to 420 units in FY99, and up to 488 units in FY00.

Tentative Procurement Schedule:

Initial Screening/Test:

Interested vendors must submit a unit for test to the WJHTC by April 19, 1999.  The test is expected to last approximately three (3) days per unit submitted.  Duration of testing is contingent upon the number of units submitted for test.   Successful vendors will be notified by mid May of the FAA’s intent to issue a SIR for procurement of additional units.

SIR1:

SIR 1 will consist of a lease/rental, with the option to purchase up to ten (10) units.  The units will be leased/rented for a 60-90 day timeframe to perform operational-testing and evaluation.  Additional testing may also be conducted at the WJHTC.  Vendors will be evaluated on past performance, quality control, cost, and other factors to be determined.  Upon completion of testing and evaluation, the FAA will downselect the unsuccessful vendors.  The purchase option on the leased/rented units may be exercised for the remaining vendors.  The purchase decision will be made on a best value basis.

SIR 2:

The FAA may purchase additional units up to the amount stipulated for each fiscal year, however the total number of units to be procured from each vendor is not known at this time.  It is anticipated that the requirements (quantity, delivery schedule, etc.) for SIR 2 will be known within 30 days after completion of SIR 1.  SIR 2 will be issued at that time.

Interested vendors who believe they meet the requirements stated above should contact Roy Mason at (609) 485-4153, to schedule delivery of their equipment to the WJHTC for initial screening/test.  For questions regarding this internet posting, vendors may contact Kimberley T. Branch, Contracting Officer, ASU-360 at 703-707-5655.  

This is not a request for proposals or a commitment by the FAA to purchase.  Vendors assume total responsibility for their equipment, and the FAA is not liable for any damages to equipment submitted in response to this announcement.

