  

  

Introduction:

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has a requirement to acquire a combination of approximately 1500 Cellular Digital Packet Data (CDPD)/Circuit Switch Cellular (CSC) accounts to facilitate the automatic transmission of data from Threat Image Projection X-ray (TRX) systems at up to 450 U.S. airports.  Informal industry discussions indicate that multiple sources of commercial cellular transmission media may be available to meet FAA requirements.  This market survey is a means of determining the available cellular vendors that can provide CDPD, CSC, or alternative coverage to U.S. airports.  The period of performance for this requirement is through 2004.
Where CDPD coverage is not available, CSC cellular coverage shall be provided.  CDPD coverage is preferable over CSC.  The operational requirements section of this market survey describes the requirements for both CDPD and CSC service.  A list of airports that will require either CDPD or CSC coverage is included. 

The FAA is currently using AT&T and Verizon Wireless GSA schedules to provide CDPD or CSC accounts on a short -term basis.  There are numerous areas where AT&T and Verizon Wireless do not provide CDPD or CSC accounts, do to limited coverage.  Therefore, vendors are encouraged to respond to this market survey if they can meet the FAA requirements.  In the event no additional vendors are identified that can meet the FAA requirements, the FAA will continue to issue orders through the AT&T and Verizon Wireless GSA schedules to fulfill the requirements through 2004. 

 The GSA schedule contract specifications for Verizon Wireless (Contract # GS00T97NSD0001) and AT&T (Contract # GS-35F-0249J) may be found at www.fedwireless.com and http://www.att.com/gov/ respectively.

Schedule:

See attached list of airports.  From October 2001 through September 2002, the FAA will require the activation of up to 400 CDPD or CSC accounts at up to 75 airports.  The FAA on a bi-monthly basis will provide the activation schedule to the CDPD/CSC provider.

Operational Requirements:

CDPD Requirements:
· The duration of the CDPD accounts shall not exceed one year.  The vendor shall notify the FAA contracting officer 60 days prior to the expiration period for each CDPD account.  The FAA reserves the right to extend the accounts on an annual basis.

· In the event of an early account cancellation, the FAA will not be required to pay an early termination fee.

· The CDPD provider shall provide a signal strength survey upon FAA request.

· The CDPD account shall provide a minimum monthly KB allowance for all CDPD markets (both provider and non-provider markets) of 250kb.

· The CDPD account shall provide a minimum transfer rate of 100bps.

· The FAA shall have the option of receiving Internet Protocol (IP) addresses for a single airport in sequential order from the CDPD provider at no additional charge.

· The CDPD provider shall provide the FAA weekly account activity reports upon request.  This will help preclude fraudulent or non-authorized use of IP addresses purchased under this contract.

· The provider shall identify all security measures in place to minimize attacks from viruses and unauthorized access to the CDPD accounts.

· Upon request and at no additional cost to the FAA, the provider shall temporarily deactivate and reactivate IP addresses.  The deactivation will not exceed 60 calendar days.

· Upon written notice of the FAA Contracting Officer, within 30 days of the activation of a particular IP address, the FAA reserves the right to terminate the service of that IP address at no additional cost.  

· Once the FAA notifies the seller to activate CDPD accounts, accounts shall remain active for no less than 7 calendar days.

CSC Requirements:

· The duration of the CSC accounts shall not exceed one year.  The vendor shall notify the FAA contracting officer 60 days prior to the expiration period for each CSC account.  The FAA reserves the right to extend the accounts on an annual basis.

· In the event of an early account cancellation, the FAA will not be required to pay an early termination fee.

· The CSC provider shall provide a signal strength survey upon FAA request.

· The CSC account shall provide a minimum transfer rate of 200bps.

· The CSC provider shall provide the FAA weekly account activity reports upon request.  This will help preclude fraudulent or non-authorized use of IP addresses purchased under this contract.

· The provider shall identify all security measures in place to minimize attacks from viruses and unauthorized access to the CSC accounts.

· Upon request and at no additional cost to the FAA, the provider shall temporarily deactivate and reactivate CSC accounts.  The deactivation will not exceed 60 calendar days.

· Upon written notice of the FAA Contracting Officer, within 30 days of the activation of a particular CSC accounts, the FAA reserves the right to terminate the service of that CSC account at no additional cost.  

· Once the FAA notifies the seller to activate CSC accounts, accounts shall remain active for no less than 7 calendar days.

· The seller shall provide a single point of contact for technical support.
· The seller shall provide a single point of contact for technical support.
Industry Responses:

Interested industry sources may submit responses that demonstrate their systems ability to satisfy the CDPD and CSC requirements.  Three copies of the following information is requested.   

1. Technical data, as appropriate, to demonstrate that available commercial products meet or exceed the above requirements; fifteen (15) page limit.

2. Vendor capability statement, type of organization, e.g., small business, and relevant contract experience that demonstrates ability to provide CDPD/CSC accounts or alternative coverage; five (5) page limit.

3. Vendors may revise the attached Airport listing to indicate where they can provide CDPD and/or CSC coverage; no page limit.

4. Comments on commercial cellular transmission media that may be available to meet FAA requirements; no page limit.

5. A copy of GSA schedule, if applicable.

All submissions received by the FAA will be treated as proprietary information.  Interested parties are requested to submit responses to this Market Survey by 4:00 p.m.  February 04, 2002 to: 

Federal Aviation Administration, Attn: Ms. Kimberley Branch, Contracting Officer ASU-360, 590 Herndon Parkway, Suite 120, Herndon, VA.  20170

Electronic or telephonic responses will not be accepted. 

The FAA is not liable for any costs associated with the preparation of responses to this request for information, nor reimburse or otherwise pay any costs incurred by any party responding. 

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Airport Listing of U.S. Airports requiring CDPD/ CSC Coverage.
