FAA CONTRACTING OPPORTUNITIES ANNOUNCEMENT

PUBLISHED ON 20 SEPTEMBER 2001

Based on analysis of responses to the sources sought announcement (market survey) published on May 29, 2001, the FAA has made a decision to conduct a competition for the award of a follow-on contract for the Aeronautical Information System (AIS).  The purpose of this announcement is to inform interested companies of FAA intentions and to provide information that may assist companies in reaching their bid/no bid decisions.

In order to further assess the capabilities of companies to meet requirements of this competition and to provide an opportunity for the FAA to answer questions, a series of one-on-one discussions will be held Wednesday October 10th and Thursday October 11th.  The sessions will take place in Suite 760 (SAIC Offices) of the Capitol Gallery Building, 600 Maryland Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20024.  The available time slots will be filled on a "first-come-first-served" basis.  Each session is 1 hour starting at 8:00, 9:00, 10:00 and 11:00 in the morning on the 10th and at 1:00, 2:00, 3:00 and 4:00 in the afternoon on the 11th.  In order to provide all interested companies with an opportunity for discussions, the initial slotting will be for one session per request.  Additional requests will be handled on a case-by-case basis.  To answer some questions in advance and to assist in formulating other questions, a preliminary SOW and Functional Specification for the replacement AIS are provided as attachments.  Vendors will be expected to make a 15-30 minute verbal presentation to the FAA on their experience, capabilities and existing software.  Vendors are encouraged to e:mail questions and comments in advance of the meeting.  Those companies wishing to participate in these discussions should contact Maryanne Austin via phone # 202-493-5960 or e:mail: maryanne.austin@FAA.gov, not later than October 3rd.

The Aeronautical Information System (AIS) is a contractor provided, operated, and maintained National Airspace System (NAS) system for automated receipt, display, and distribution of flight plans, weather information, pilot reports (PIREPs), and Notices to Airman (NOTAMs).  The AIS maintains large databases including the National Flight Data Center (NFDC), periodic user configuration data, and the daily National Flight Data Digest (NFDD).  The AIS is for support of general and military aviation.  User workstations are located at FAA Air Route Traffic Control Centers (ARTCCs), Automated Flight Service Stations (AFSSs), FAA Regional Offices, and at 215 Military Base Operations (MBOs).

The winning contractor will be required to design, develop, provide, implement, manage and maintain the replacement AIS including technology refreshment and system upgrades during the life of the contract.  This contract will include system software modification or development to meet the functional requirements for the AIS.  Government owned software will not be made available.  Existing Government-owned user hardware (PCs) will be provided to support initial/transition workstation requirements.  As an essential NAS system, the Government requires a primary and a geographically diverse backup server system to be located at FAA facilities.  Carrying data that is considered sensitive but unclassified will require that the design support the appropriate level of security. 

It is envisioned that FAA user access and other system telecommunications for the AIS replacement will be via the FAA owned IP router network segment of the Bandwidth Manager (BWM) system.  It is also envisioned that future Military user access will be via the DOD Unclassified but sensitive (N) Internet Protocol (IP) Router Network (NIPRNET).  Interfacing the FAA’s National Airspace System Data Interchange Network (NADIN) Message Switched Network (MSN), the Weather Message Switching Center Replacement (WMSCR) system and the Consolidated NOTAM System (CNS) will be required to support exchange of information with other NAS systems.  Maintenance service may be required for all or some of the system hardware and software (server systems and user workstations) and will require response times commensurate with meeting the NAS essential .999 availability.  A 24 X 7-user help desk and a system on-line monitoring, management and control center will be required.

The FAA intends to make a best value source selection in accordance with the FAA Acquisition Management System (AMS).  This will be a multi-phase acquisition in which the FAA plans to make one or more screening decisions prior to the selection decision.  Offerors will be expected to have off-the-shelf software that can be tailored to meet the system requirements.  The final stage may include a capability demonstration of the proposed system/software in its “near final” state.  A draft screening information request (SIR) is expected to be released in October 2001, with comments due in 15 days.  The final SIR is expected to be released within 30 days after receipt of comments on the draft SIR.  It will include a tentative award schedule and provide all information necessary to interested offerors.  The contract is anticipated to have a two-year base period with three one-year options.  The estimated five-year contract value is between $13M and $17M.  
For potential teaming opportunities, interested firms are as follows:

Aerospace Eng. & Research Assoc.                            ARINC

Avitech                                                                       Cayenta, Inc.

Computer Associates                                                  Computer Data Source, Inc.

Crown Consulting, Inc.                                               CSSI

Data Transformation Corp                                          DataCom Sciences, Inc

Digital Resources, Inc.                                                DynCorp IS, LLC

EDS                                                                             GCR & Associates, Inc.

Harris Corp.                                                                 IBM

Jeppeson Company                                                      Motorola

OAO Corp.                                                                   Price Waterhouse Coopers

SITA                                                                            SPRINT

TASC, Northrop Grumman                                         Unisys

Except for requests to participate in the one-on-one discussions, no response to this announcement is necessary.  The FAA will not provide payment for any information provided in response to this notice.  Questions or comments may be addressed via e-mail to the Contracting Officer, Maryanne Austin, at:   maryanne.austin@faa.gov.

