PROGRAM TITLE: IMPROVEMENT OF AUTOMATED OBSERVATIONS OF VISIBILTY, CLOUD COVERAGE, AND CLOUD HEIGHT

POC: Lou Hammond, Contracting Officer, and (202) 493-0115

PURPOSE OF ANNOUNCEMENT: In accordance with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Acquisition Management System (AMS), paragraphs 3.2.1.2.1, and 3.2.2.4 the purpose of this announcement is to conduct a market analysis to learn of industry’s capabilities by identifying potential vendors able to provide a solution that improves current visibility, cloud coverage, and cloud height observations for automated observing systems.  

The proposed solution shall at a minimum measure and display the following parameters: 

Cloud Coverage and Height: The system shall provide a celestial dome observation.  Reference sky condition in chapter 12 of the FAA Order 7900.5A (Surface Weather Observing – Metar, July 1, 1996) for more information.

Visibility: The visibility sensor shall provide prevailing visibility and sector visibility at a designated observation location.  Reference visibility chapter 9 of the FAA Order 7900.5A (Surface Weather Observing – Metar, July 1, 1996) for more information. 

ASOS Input: The proposed solution shall provide input to the Automated Surface Observing System (ASOS) with data in the format of a METAR/SPECI to allow for integration with the ASOS.   It shall also provide minute by minute updates and be completely automated, functioning unattended 24 hours a day.  

COTS Based: The solution shall be commercial-off-the-shelf (COTS) based equipment.  Solution shall be fielded at a FAA designated observing location.

Other Weather Phenomena: The solution may have the capability to measure and/or display more weather phenomena. 

The above list is the minimum requirements.  Hence, all responses shall conform to the stated requirements.

This market analysis will be conducted in accordance with the FAA AMS policy, effective April 1, 1996 and, therefore, will not be subject to the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) procedures. 

The FAA will not pay any costs incurred by a vendor as a result of participation in this analysis.  Vendors shall provide a brief description of the technical and performance aspects of their proposed solution.  Vendors shall also, provide a brief capability statement and a summary of past performance experience.  Within 15 business days of this announcement, the vendors shall have all responses delivered to the FAA by FAX, mail, or Email to the Federal Aviation Administration, ATTN: ASU-350, Lou Hammond, Contracting Officer, FAA Headquarters, 800 Independence Ave, SW, Washington, DC 20590; Email: lou.hammond@faa.dot.gov, Fax number (202) 366-7039.

