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BACKGROUND

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has announced a Screening Information Request (SIR) for a follow-on procurement for its FAA Contract Tower (FCT) Program. The FCT Program is one in which Air Traffic Control services at former FAA Level I Visual Flight Rule (VFR) towers is provided by Contractor vice FAA Air Traffic Controllers. The FCT Program provides ATC services at VFR control towers throughout the United States, Guam, Puerto Rico, and Saipan. To date, there are 163 FCT’s in the program with an additional 22 locations waiting to be inducted. 
Contract tower sites are grouped into six (6) areas of the United States, including Guam, Puerto Rico, Saipan, and the Virgin Islands.  The areas are grouped by States as follows:

- Area 1 includes Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, Virginia, and West Virginia.  

- Area 2 includes Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, New Mexico, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Puerto Rico, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, and the Virgin Islands. 

- Area 3 includes Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri,

Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, and Wisconsin. 

- Area 4 includes Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon

Utah, Washington and Wyoming. 

- Area 5 is Alaska. 

- Area 6 includes Hawaii, Guam and Saipan. 

The FCT procurement is designed as a Firm Fixed Price (FFP) contract. The period of performance is anticipated to be a Base Period and 4 one year option periods. 
PURPOSE

The purpose of this Request for Information (RFI) is to identify potential insurance brokers that have the experience and qualifications to provide the needed support and insurance identified below.

The FAA is assuming the responsibility of providing FCT aviation insurance for liabilities to which commercial air traffic controller service providers may be exposed in the performance of services under pending awards.  The FAA needs the expertise of an aviation insurance brokerage firm to assist in this effort. We will use the services of the selected Broker to acquire the necessary aviation liability insurance in addition to managing the aviation insurance program in conjunction with the FAA Contract Tower Program. The FAA anticipates this insurance coverage to coincide with the FCT Contract.

Coverage under this effort shall be $10,000,000 of aviation and general liability insurance per occurrence with no aggregate limit.

Other tasks may include:

1)   Provide support and advice for the provision of aviation liability insurance and the         management of an insurance program, in conjunction with the FAA Contract Tower Program. 

2) Provide recommendations for the selection of insurers and adequate insurance coverage together with rationale and justification to the FAA.

3) Provide coordination between selected insurers and the FAA.

4) Provide claims management service and liaison between the FAA and the insurers on                            

      the FCT Aviation Liability Insurance Program.

5)   Provide on-going reports of the status of the Aviation Liability Insurance Program to                  

      the FAA.

6) Provide recommendations for the improvement of the Aviation Liability Insurance Program to the FAA, recognizing future changes in the FCT program as well as the aviation insurance industry. 

The FAA intends to select a single broker from the respondents to this announcement to perform the tasks enumerated above.

Responses from firms with the following minimum qualifications are desired:

1. Significant relationship with domestic and international aviation insurance markets.

2.   Expertise, market position, administration capabilities, and local staffing compliment    for Owner Controlled insurance programs.

3.   Demonstrated capability of providing aviation claims management services in the U.S territories, both foreign and domestic.

4.    Knowledge and understanding of FAA mission, goals, and operations.

No broker responding to this announcement is authorized to represent the FAA and no broker should contact prospective insurers on behalf of the FAA with respect to this program without written consent from the FAA. The FAA will provide a Broker of Record to the selected broker at the time of broker selection.  It is requested that interested firms provide a letter of interest, statement of capabilities, and description of fee options available under this effort.  The Government reserves the right to conduct individual discussions with any of the respondents.

Submission of this information should be addressed to Janet Langweil.  Submittals must be received by 3:00 p.m. DST on September 29, 1999 and can be made via any of the following media: 1) electronic mail Janet.Langweil@faa.gov ;  2) overnight or express deliveries to Federal Aviation Administration, ATTN: Janet Langweil, 800 Independence Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20591; or 3) mailed to Federal Aviation Administration, ATTN: Janet Langweil, Room 406, ASU-340, 800 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20591.    

