Overview

The FAA has a requirement for engineering services to support the following major service areas, which may include, but not be limited to, Test and Evaluation (T&E), Research and Development, Maintenance Support, Facility Support, and Information Security

The purpose of this market survey is to initiate industry involvement early in the procurement process, develop and refine the procurement strategy, and obtain comments on the requirements, as appropriate.  It is the Technical Center’s goal to provide attainable and reasonable opportunities for small businesses and small businesses owned and controlled by socially and economically disadvantaged individuals (SEDBs) to participate as prime contractors and subcontractors under this procurement.  

The estimated value for each proposed major service area is approximately $20 million per year, and the term of each contract awarded under each service area is expected to be ten years.  Under this contract vehicle, the Government intends to award multiple indefinite delivery/indefinite quantity contracts for each service area. Various types of contract structures such as fixed price, cost-reimbursement, labor hour, and/or time and materials may be utilized for each contract awarded. 

As current contract arrangements expire within each of these major areas, it is our intention to award their follow-on procurements under this contract vehicle.  

At this time, the William J. Hughes Technical Center would like succinct written responses, not to exceed 3 pages, to this market survey which provide:

1.   Industry’s comment on the feasibility of the proposed approach.

2. Short statements regarding industry’s interest and input on how the contract vehicle should be implemented.

Responses in original and 3 copies to this market survey shall be received by the close of business on April 18, 2000, and be directed to:

FAA William J. Hughes Technical Center

Contracts Branch, ACT-51

Attn:  Anne Marie Ternay

Atlantic City International Airport, NJ  08405

Vehicle Structure  

There are five major service areas anticipated.  The Government envisions selecting multiple contractors to perform work under each major service area.  Each service area will have a mix of large businesses, small businesses, SEDBs and others for each individual service area.  Large and small businesses will participate in separate competitions to qualify for the vehicle in a particular service area.  Once qualified, a company will be able to compete for task orders.  Companies will have the flexibility to participate as primes and subcontractors. 

The Government will conduct a separate solicitation for each service area.  Each service area will be publicly announced when it is available for competition.  Offerors are cautioned that the service areas are subject to change without further notice.

Solicitation

The Government may issue a solicitation for each service area listed and possibly others not yet identified.  Upon receipt of proposals, the Government will select the best technically qualified companies to participate under each major service area and intends to award multiple, IDIQ contracts, each of which will have a guaranteed minimum.  Upon qualifying for each service area, prime contractors will compete for individual tasks. 

The Government does not intend to evaluate teaming or subcontract arrangements when selecting companies to participate in each service area.  Each company intending to be a prime contractor will be evaluated on its own.  The Government intends to evaluate past performance, key personnel, corporate management, subcontract management, financial stability and cost.   

In addition, separate competitions will be conducted among large business, small business and small economically disadvantaged business.  The best qualified companies from each area will be selected to participate. 

Task Areas and Delivery Orders

Upon being awarded a contract in a service area, a contractor will then be able to compete for tasks in that service area.  Tasks will be competed as best value, low cost or any combination that the Government deems necessary to fulfill its mission needs.  Each task will have its own statement of work (SOW) and evaluation criteria as determined by the Government.  It is anticipated that competition for tasks should take no longer than four weeks.  Upon completion of this competition, the Government will then begin issuing delivery orders to the selected contractor within the scope of the competed SOW.

The Government intends to conduct set-aside task order competitions for small businesses and SEDBs during the life of this vehicle.  It is anticipated that 25 percent of all prime contract work under each service area will be awarded to small businesses, SEDBs and others.  In addition, it is also a goal that 10 percent of all other prime contract work is to be performed by small businesses as subcontractors.

Schedule

At this time, the Government is announcing the requirement for the T&E service area as solicitation no. DTFA03-00-R-00010.  A draft T&E statement of work is located on the FAA William J. Hughes Technical Center web site along with this announcement.  Offerors are cautioned that the draft SOW is subject to change without further notice.  After responses are received from this market survey, the Government will conduct a mandatory T&E pre-solicitation meeting on May 8, 2000, at the FAA William J. Hughes Technical Center, Bldg. 300, 1st floor auditorium, Atlantic City International Airport, NJ  08405.  Registration will take place from 8:30 a.m. to 9 a.m.  The meeting will take place promptly at 9 a.m. Only potential offerors for the T&E service area will be required to attend.  T&E offerors not in attendance at this mandatory pre-solicitation meeting will not be permitted to submit an offer to be considered for contract award.  At this meeting, all questions/concerns/etc. received as a result of this market survey will be addressed.  A short briefing on the vehicle will also be presented.  Potential offerors interested in attending are requested to advise AnneMarie.Ternay@tc.faa.gov by May 1, 2000.  This notification should include the name(s) of those attending and the company they represent.  The Government will announce all those in attendance at the T&E pre-solicitation meeting on the FAA William J. Hughes Technical Center web site.

Since the selected contractor(s) will support numerous T&E programs, potential offerors will be required to disclose any conflicts of interest that exist prior to submitting their offer.  Further information will be provided in the solicitation.

It is anticipated that the T&E solicitation will be released on or about May 15, 2000.  Proposals will be due approximately 30 days thereafter.  Evaluations and selections for the T&E service area are expected to be completed by early August 2000.  All ACT-200 T&E efforts will then be transitioned to this vehicle.  Other FAA organizations and any other Government organizations that desire support services provided under this procurement will have the opportunity to use this vehicle.

Questions related to this announcement may be addressed to Anne Marie Ternay at (609) 485-6990 (phone), (609) 485-4088 (fax), or AnneMarie.Ternay@tc.faa.gov.  The Government evaluation team may contact selected vendors when questions arise.
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