Title: Federal Aviation Administration Contract Tower               Program Support for Air Traffic Control Services

Name: Constance Brown, Contracting Officer

Organization: ASU-340

Region: FAA Headquarters

Phone Number: See below for specific point of contract
E-Mail: See below for specific point of contact

Date: 09 March 2000

Expires: 30 April 2000

Phase:   Single Source

Procurement Method: Public Announcement
The FAA Contract Tower (FCT) program provides contractor support for air traffic control service at low activity Visual Flight Rules (VFR) Airport Traffic Control Towers (ATCT) throughout the United States, and locations in Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Saipan and Guam. The contractors also perform weather reporting observation duties at some of the ATCT’s.

The FAA divided the United States into four areas and awarded a contract for each area.  The contractors are:

Area 1: Robinson-Van Vuren Associates, Inc. Contract Number DTFA01-94-C-00062

Area 2: Robinson-Van Vuren Associates, Inc. Contract Number DTFA01-94-C-00063

Area 3: Midwest Air Traffic Control Service, Inc.Contract Number DTFA01-94-C-00064

Area 4: SERCO Management Services, Inc. Contract Number DTFA01-94-C-00065

The Agency administers these four contracts at FAA Headquarters.  The four contracts are referred to as National contracts.  The National contracts provide air traffic control service at 166 ATCT’s.  The National contracts for all locations expire on March 31, 2000. 

A follow-on competitive procurement was announced in July 1999. During the evaluation of these offers, a critical funding shortfall affecting the entire Agency was realized.  The impact of the funding shortfall is so severe we are forced to consider reducing significantly the number of towers in the program. Therefore, the number of facilities to be covered by the follow-on contract in the control tower program is not definitive. Pending resolution of the funding shortfall and the impact of a potential reduction in facilities, it has been determined to postpone the award of any follow-on contract(s) for these services.

The continuation of ATC services is extremely important to air transportation safety.  Due to the nature of ATC services, a highly specialized workforce is required.  This workforce cannot readily be replaced should we be forced to withdraw funding from the program.  The current contractors are the only sources available that can satisfy the requirements within the time required.

As a result of this delay in awarding a follow-on contract, the FAA has determined the need for the continuation of ATC services in these towers until an award can be made.

Since the follow-on for this effort is currently in process, any effort to recompete for these services would be a duplication of effort and would not achieve any cost savings.  It is therefore determined to be in the Government’s best interest to continue the current contracts on a month to month basis with a maximum possible extension through September 30, 2000.   It is anticipated that a resolution of the budget issues would be reached before the end of April 2000.  The current contracts will be funded on a month to month basis for an estimated monthly cost of $3.8 million.

POINTS OF CONTACT

Area 1 and 2:

Janet Langweil

Phone Number:   202-267-7802

E-Mail Address:  Janet.Langweil@faa.gov
Area 3:

Darryl Anderson

Phone Number:   202-267-7699

E-Mail Address: Darryl.Anderson@faa.gov
Area 4:

Jacquelyn Johnson

Phone Number:   202-267-3643

E-Mail Address: Jacquelyn.Johnson@faa.gov
