Purpose

This public announcement is being issued in accordance with Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Acquisition Management System Sections 3.2.1.3.12 and 3.2.2.4.  The purpose of this announcement is to inform industry of the basis for the decision to contract, in an amount greater than $100,000, with the selected source via single source procedures.

Requirement

The FAA has a requirement to provide VHF Digital Link Mode 2 (VDL-2) air-to-ground communications subnetwork services for implementation of En Route Controller Pilot Data Link Communications (CPDLC) Build I at Miami Air Route Traffic Control Center (ARTCC) no later than June of 2002.  The FAA plans to obtain the air-to-ground communications subnetwork services from a service provider.

In order to ensure successful implementation of its CPDLC service the FAA must first complete engineering tests and operational test and evaluation of the end-to-end CPDLC system.  The end-to-end CPDLC system will also be used to demonstrate Human Factors on both the Airborne and Ground portions of CPDLC.  These tests, evaluations and demonstrations will occur at the FAA William J. Hughes Technical Center (Tech Center) during the period 7/99 to 3/02.  The FAA requires installation of VDL-2 ground stations with the requisite ATN compliant, VDL-2 air-to-ground communication subnetwork service at the Technical Center during that period.

The FAA also requires ATN compliant, VDL-2 air-to-ground communication subnetwork service at Miami for the Key site implementation and testing of VDL-2.  In order to meet the requirement of CPDLC Build I initial operational capability at the Miami center in 6/02, the FAA requires VDL-2 infrastructure for that location in 6/01 for Site Preparation and Field Familiarization.

The FAA intends to contract with ARINC to provide CPDLC Build I VDL-2 service at both the FAA Tech Center and Miami ARTCC as described above.  In addition, the FAA intends to contract to ARINC for engineering development services and technical implementation and maintenance services for the development and maintenance of test and operational infrastructure for VDL-2 service at both locations.

The FAA Acquisition Strategy for this action is greatly influenced by the selection of ARINC by American Airlines (the CPDLC launch airline) as its CPDLC Build I VDL-2 service provider.  American Airlines has an existing agreement with ARINC to provide its VDL-2 AOC and ATS services.  As such, ARINC will be the CPDLC Build I VDL-2 service provider for American Airlines in Miami.

Inquiries relative to this public announcement are to be submitted in writing(e-mail submittals should be forwarded to cynthia.valdes@faa.dot.gov).  They should be addressed to the Federal Aviation Administration, 800 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C.  20591, ATTN:  Cynthia Valdes, Contracting Officer, ASU-310 by 12 Feb 1999.  

